
1947 ADOLPH ZUKOR  n  1948 GUS S .  EYSSEL  n  1949 CECIL 

B.  DEMILLE n 1950 SPYROS P. SKOURAS n 1951 JACK, harry & 

ALBERT WARNER  n 1952 NATE J.  BLUMBERG  n 1953 BARNEY 

BALABAN  n 1954 SIMON H.  FABIAN  n 1955 HERMAN ROBBINS  

n 1956 ROBERT J. O’DONNELL  n 1957 JOSEPH R. VOGEL  n 1958 

ROBERT S.  BENJAMIN & ARTHUR B. KRIM  n 1959 STEVE BROIDY 

n  1 9 6 0  J O S E P H  E .  L E V I N E  n  1 9 6 1  A B E  M O N T A G U E  n  1 9 6 2 

MILTON RACKMIL  n 1963 DARRYL F. ZANUCK  n 1964 HAROLD J. 

MIRISCH  n 1965 ROBERT H. O’BRIEN  n 1966 WILLIAM R. FORMAN 

n 1967 LEONARD H.  GOLDENSON  n 1968 LAURENCE A.  TISCH  n 

1969 HARRY BRANDT  n 1970 IRVING H.  LEVIN  n 1971 SAMUEL  

Z .  ARKOFF & JAMES H.  NICHOLSON  n 1972 LEO JAFFE  n 1973 

TED ASHLEY  n  1974 HENRY H.  MARTIN  n  1975 E .  CARDON 

W A L K E R  n  1 9 7 6  C A R L  P A T R I C K  n  1 9 7 7  S H E R R I L L  C O R W I N 

n  1 9 7 8  D R .  J U L E S  S T E I N  n  1 9 7 9  H E N R Y  G .  P L I T T  n  1 9 8 0

B O B  H O P E  n  1 9 8 1  S A L A H  M .  H A S S A N E I N  n  1 9 8 2  F R A N K 

PRICE  n 1983  BERNARD MYERSON  n 1984  S IDNEY SHEINBERG 

n  1 9 8 5  J O H N  R O W L E Y  n  1 9 8 6  M I C H A E L  R .  F O R M A N  n 

1 9 8 7  F R A N K  G .  M A N C U S O  n  1 9 8 8  J A C K  V A L E N T I  n  1 9 8 9 

A L L E N  P I N S K E R  n  1 9 9 0  T E R R Y  S E M E L  n  1 9 9 1  S U M N E R 

M .  R E D S T O N E  n  1 9 9 2  M I K E  M E D A V O Y  n  1 9 9 3  S T A N L E Y  H . 

DURWOOD  n  1994  WALTER  H .  D U N N  n  1 9 9 5  R O B E R T  S H A Y E 

n  1 9 9 6  S H E R R Y  L A N S I N G  n  1 9 9 7  B R U C E  C .  C O R W I N  n 

1 9 9 8  B U D  S T O N E  n  1 9 9 9  K U R T  C .  H A L L  n  2 0 0 0  R O B E R T  

J .  D O W L I N G n  2 0 0 1  R O B E R T  R E H M E  n  2 0 0 2  jonathan         L .  

dolgen       n  2 0 0 3  M ichael       D .  E isner      n  2 0 0 4  alan     f . 

horn     n  2 0 0 5 – 2 0 0 6  T ravis      reid     n  2 0 0 7  J E F F  B L A K E 

n  2 0 0 8  mike     campbell         n  2 0 0 9  marc     shmuger        & 

david      linde       n  2 0 1 0  rob    moore      n  2 0 1 1  dick     C ook   

n  2 0 1 2  jeffrey        katzenberg           n  K A T H L E E N  K E N N E D Y

2 0 1 4  P I O N E E R  O F  T H E  Y E A R 
T O M  S H E R A K
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2014 PIONEER OF THE YEAR

Welcome

Renewable resources were used to produce this printed piece.

A donation will be made on behalf of Tom Sherak and  

the Will Rogers Motion Picture Pioneers Foundation  

to American Forestry.

Ted Cooper
Chairman of the Board

Chris Aronson
President

On behalf of the Board of Directors of the Will Rogers Motion Picture Pioneers  

Foundation, thank you for attending the 2014 Pioneer of the Year Dinner. This is our 

73rd annual Dinner and our honoree is well deserving, Mr. Tom Sherak.

The Pioneer of the Year award is bestowed upon an esteemed and respected 

member of the motion picture industry whose corporate leadership, service to the 

community and commitment to philanthropy is exceptional. This year’s award has 

special meaning because our Honoree was a guardian and steward of the Pioneers 

Assistance Fund for over 30 years. The Pioneers Assistance Fund is the only industry 

program that provides both short-term and Quality of Life grants (long-term) to 

veterans of the motion picture industry who are encountering an illness, injury, or 

life changing event. 

Tom Sherak was selected as the Pioneer of the Year Dinner many months before 

his untimely passing. With the support of his wife Madeleine and the entire Sherak 

family, our industry has a special opportunity to celebrate Tom’s incredible life. As 

many people know, Tom was the driving force behind so many worthwhile causes 

and fundraising events, the number of people he helped is countless. It’s safe to say, 

there will never be another Tom Sherak.

Please enjoy yourself tonight, as we pay tribute to a true pioneer. Thank you for 

donating generously to our industry charity, hopefully you will never need to call on 

the Pioneers Assistance Fund, but if you do, we will be here to help. 

 

Sincerely,

The complete Pioneer of the Year Tribute Journal will be available 

for download on our website, www.wrpioneers.org/2014dinner.  

Thank you to all our sponsors.



2014 PIONEER OF THE YEAR

Pioneering Spirit
THOMAS M. SHERAK whose remarkable career saw him 

at the pinnacle of motion picture marketing, distribution and 

production, was President of the Academy of Motion Picture 

Arts and Sciences and Mayor Eric Garcetti’s LA Film Czar, in 

addition to consulting for Skydance Productions, One Three 

Media, and other entertainment entities. He received a star on 

the Hollywood Walk of Fame on January 28, 2014. Previously, 

Sherak was a partner at Revolution Studios which released more than forty seven 

films, including America’s Sweethearts, Black Hawk Down, XXX, Anger Management, 

13 Going On 30, and Across the Universe. Sherak also consulted for Marvel Studios 

on films such as Iron Man, The Incredible Hulk, Iron Man 2, and Thor.

Prior to joining Revolution Studios, Sherak was Chairman of Twentieth Century Fox 

Domestic Film Group. Sherak also served as Senior Executive Vice President of Fox 

Filmed Entertainment. Previously, he was President of Domestic Distribution and 

Marketing for Twentieth Century Fox. In that position, he supervised the company’s  

domestic distribution, advertising/publicity/promotion operations and the non-the-

atrical film division. Sherak oversaw the marketing and distribution of such films as 

Star Wars Trilogy (Special Edition), Romancing the Stone, Wall Street, Die Hard, 

Working Girl, Home Alone, Edward Scissorhands, Die Hard: With a Vengeance,  

Mrs. Doubtfire, True Lies, Speed, Independence Day, and Star Wars: Episode 1–The 

Phantom Menace. Sherak joined Fox from General Cinema, where he was Vice Presi-

dent and head film buyer. Sherak began his career in the film industry at Paramount 

Pictures in 1970 where he worked in the New York, Washington, D.C. and St. Louis 

distribution offices.

He was an active board member of the Southern California Chapter of The National 

Multiple Sclerosis Society and chaired the MS Dinner of Champions for more than 

20 years, raising over 47 million dollars for multiple sclerosis research and programs. 

He was the Chairman of the MS Hope Foundation, which he recently helped form, 

as well as an active board member of the Fulfillment Fund of Southern California, a 

college access organization helping inter-city youth in Los Angeles. He was a former 

Chairman of the Will Rogers Motion Picture Pioneers Foundation and formerly on 

the Board of Directors for the Motion Picture and Television Fund, as well as the  

Southern California Variety–the Children’s Charity. Sherak had also previously served 

as Treasurer of the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences. He and his wife, 

Madeleine, received the 2010 Visionary Honor from the Lighthouse International 

Board of Directors for their philanthropic work. The Professional Baseball Scouts 

Foundation gave Sherak the 2011 Dave Winfield Humanitarian Award. In April 2011, 

the American Academy of Neurology honored Sherak with the Public Leadership 

in Neurology Award for his efforts in raising funds and public awareness on behalf 

of patients with multiple sclerosis and their families. He also served on the advisory 

board of Vision To Learn.

Sherak received an honorary doctorate in the arts from the Academy of Art University 

in May 2010, had a degree in marketing from New York City Community College 

and served on the faculty in the UCLA Producers Program. Also, he was one of the 

producers of the Broadway play Relatively Speaking, which opened in October 2011.

Tom Sherak passed away on January 28, 2014 in his home surrounded by family 

and friends.



Honorary Dinner Committee

Working Dinner Committee
Chris Aronson,  Chair

2014 PIONEER OF THE YEAR

Rory Bruer

Dick Cook

Cyril Drabinsky

Greg Dunn

David Ellison

Dan Fellman

John Fithian

Rob Friedman

Jim Gianopulos

Larry Gordon

Salah M.  Hassanein

Alan Horn

Jeffrey Katzenberg

Ryan Kavanaugh

Jon Landau

Donna Langley

Sherry Lansing

Bob Lenihan

LeE roy Mitchell

Rob Moore

David Passman

Joe Roth

Harvey & Bob Weinstein 

2014 PIONEER OF THE YEAR

The Will Rogers Motion Picture Pioneers Foundation
proudly bestows its highest honor on

TOM SHERAK
2014  P IONEER OF THE YEAR

in Recognition of 

his distinguished leadership  

of humanitarian causes and 

 philanthropic endeavors,

and in recognition of  

the eminence he achieved  

in the entertainment industry 

and the community at large

Ted Cooper
Chairman of the Board

Chris Aronson
President

Mark Christiansen

Ted Cooper

Kyle Davies

Lauren French

Jeff Goldstein

Dave Hollis

Erik Lomis

Jim Orr

Adrian Smith

Chuck Viane



2013	 kathleen kennedy

2012	 JEFFREY KATZENBERG

2011	 DICK COOK

2010	 Rob Moore

2009	 Marc Shmuger  

	 & David Linde

2008	 Mike Campbell

2007	 Jeff Blake

2005–06	 Travis Reid 

2004	 Alan F. Horn

2003	 Michael D. Eisner

2002	 Jonathan L. Dolgen

2001	 Robert Rehme

2000	 Robert J. Dowling

1999	K urt C. Hall

1998	 Bud Stone

1997	 Bruce C. Corwin

1996	 Sherry Lansing

1995	 Robert Shaye

1994	 Walter H. Dunn

1993	 Stanley H. Durwood

1992	 Mike Medavoy

1991	 Sumner M. Redstone

1990	 Terry Semel

1989	 Allen Pinkser

1988	 Jack Valenti

1987	 Frank G. Mancuso

1986	 Michael R. Forman

1985	 John Rowley

1984	 Sidney Sheinberg

1983	 Bernard Myerson

1982	 Frank Price

1981	 Salah M. Hassanein

1980	 Bob Hope

1979	 Henry G. Plitt

1978	 Dr. Jules Stein

2014 PIONEER OF THE YEAR

Past Honorees

1977	 Sherrill C. Corwin

1976	 Carl L. Patrick

1975	E . Cardon Walker

1974	 Henry H. Martin

1973	 Ted Ashley

1972	 Leo Jaffe

1971	� Samuel Z. Arkoff 

& James H. Nicholson

1970	 Irving H. Levin

1969	 Harry Brandt

1968	 Laurence A. Tisch

1967	 Leonard H. Goldenson

1966	 William R. Forman

1965	 Robert H. O’Brien

1964	 Harold J. Mirisch

1963	 Darryl F. Zanuck

1962	 Milton R. Rackmil

1961	 Abe Montague

1960	 Joseph E. Levine

1959	 Steve Broidy

1958	 Robert S. Benjamin 

	 & Arthur B. Krim

1957	 Joseph R. Vogel

1956	 Robert J. O’Donnell

1955	 Herman Robbins

1954	 Simon H. Fabian

1953	 Barney Balaban

1952	Nat e J. Blumberg

1951	� Jack, Harry  

& Albert Warner

1950	 Spyros P. Skouras

1949	 Cecil B. DeMille

1948	 Gus S. Eyssel

1947	 Adolph Zukor



You built a life full 
of laughter and love, 
passion and 
compassion

xoxo
Barbra and Paul

Melissa and Danny

William and Ginger

Geordan #1, Gabriella #2,

Adam #3, Maya #4,

Jeremy #5, Molly #6,

Jackson #7, Lily #8, 

Eloise #9, and Myer #10

Dear Mom,

You showed us

the true meaning of unconditional love.

You guided us and protected us.

Forty-six years ago you and Daddy began this journey.  

Today, we continue it with you, side by side,  

hand in hand, laugh by laugh, tear by tear. 

How blessed we are to have you as

our mom, mother-in-law, and Nana!



1 couple
3 children
10 grandchildren
46 years of true love

A legacy that will  last forever…



the pioneers assistance fund  

is A program of the will rogers motion picture  

pioneers foundation that provides assistance 

 to eligible members of the motion picture  

entertainment industry (exhibition,  

distribution and trade services).

The Pioneers Assistance Fund  has traveled a rewarding path since its 

beginnings in 1939 as a group of industry personalities who gathered once a year to meet old friends 

socially. The stated goal of the organization remains the same: “To establish a self-perpetuating 

fund to assist pioneers of the motion picture industry who find themselves in need; the assistance 

to consist of direct financial aid, medical care and temporary business subsistence during periods of 

unemployment and unfortunate circumstances to eligible applicants.”

In 1951 the organization formalized its purpose, its meaning and its direction, and was determined 

to provide a helping hand to all veterans of the motion picture industry who needed financial aid and 

assistance. 

The rest is history. Since that time, the PAF has used available funds to further its outstanding 

record of helping industry veterans in need of financial or medical aid. Understandably, many of the 

cases must be handled in a delicate manner and confidentiality is of the utmost importance. 

Often, concerned members of the PAF play a vital role in seeking out those who need assistance 

but who are not yet aware of this program, an effort through which Pioneers truly are helping their 

own. When an individual is identified as one in need of help, the Pioneers Assistance Committee 

moves into action, selflessly devoting hours into an investigation of the person’s background and 

unique situation.

The PAF works in such an unassuming manner that its acts of quiet generosity are often hidden, 

eclipsed by the desire to maintain anonymity and preserve the dignity of those whom it helps. The 

PAF has sought little publicity and has shied away from the limelight. The appreciation of those in 

need is the most treasured reward possible, and the letters of thanks are most heartwarming.

The PAF wants all industry veterans who fall on tough times to know that they have a ready and 

efficient source of aid in times of emergency and distress. 

2014 PIONEER OF THE YEAR

Helping their own...



2014 Pioneer of the Year

February 2011, 82nd Academy Awards 

“If you want to be successful,  
it’s just this simple.  

Know what you are doing.  
Love what you are doing.  

And believe in what you are doing.”
—Will Rogers



2014  pioneer  of  the  year

presenting           sponsor     



2014  pioneer  of  the  year

V I P  reception          sponsor     



2014  pioneer  of  the  year

u nderwriter           sponsors      

deluxe

southern theatres & movie tavern

stereo d





“What constitutes a life well spent?
Love and admiration from your fellow  

men is all that anyone can ask.” 
— Will Rogers
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T R I B U T E  sponsors      

DreamWorks Animation

Walt Disney Studios Motion Pictures

Warner Bros. Entertainment





Robert Rehme, Arthur Hiller, Tom Sherak, Walter Mirisch,  
Richard Kahan and Frank Pierson
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phi   l anthropist           sponsors      

Cinemark

Marketforce 

National association of theatRE owners

Paramount Pictures 

Rentrak

Screenvision

Showbiz Cinemas

Sony Pictures Entertainment

Twentieth Century Fox and Fox Searchlight

Universal Studios and Focus Features

Greg and jennifer Dunn

THE WEINSTEIN COMPANY

Cinemark

Marketforce 

National association of theatRE owners

Paramount Pictures 

Rentrak

Screenvision

Showbiz Cinemas

Sony Pictures Entertainment

TECHNICOLOR

Twentieth Century Fox and Fox Searchlight

Universal Studios and Focus Features

Greg and jennifer Dunn

THE WEINSTEIN COMPANY















“We should never reach so high  
that we would ever forget those  

who helped us get there.”
—Will Rogers

Dan Fellman, Tom Sherak, Chris Aronson,  
Thomas Perakos and Bruce Snyder
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l egacy      sponsors      

Box Office 

Carmike Cinemas

CBS Films

Cinedigm

DCIP

Dolby Laboratories

Salah Hassanein

IMAX

LIONSGATE

LUCAS FILM/Kathleen Kennedy

Marcus Theatres

NATO of Wisconsin and Upper Michigan

Marvel Entertainment

NCM Media Networks

Nielsen NRG

PANASONIC AVIONICS COrporation

Revolution Studios

Relativity Media

Stereo D





IN TRIBUTE TO  
A GREAT PIONEER

We honor Tom Sherak





Ernest Borgnine and Tom Sherak

“We are all here for a spell,  
get all the good laughs you can.”

—Will Rogers

HONOR
IN

of
A GREAT 
MAN

Salah M. Hassanein





George Lucas and Tom Sherak

“If you want a line on a man, 
ask someone who works with him.”

—Will Rogers









MOTION PICTURE ©2014 REVOLUTION STUDIOS DISTRIBUTION COMPANY

Tom, 
You are sorely missed.

Joe Roth

Tom, 
You are sorely missed.

Joe Roth

Tom Sherak, Danny DeVito and Joe Roth



Brian Grazer, Don Mischer and Tom Sherak

“We can’t all be heroes because somebody has  
to sit on the curb and clap as they go by.”

—Will Rogers
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heritage sponsors

ArcLight Cinemas & Pacific Theatres

The Brenden Mann Foundation

Cineplex Entertainment



Tom Sherak and Jerry Foreman





“When in doubt,  
tell a funny ‘til you 
see what the other 
fellow is going to do.”
—Will Rogers

Tom Sherak, Kermit the Frog and Miss Piggy
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helping hand sponsors

Bloom, Hergott, Diemer, Rosenthal, LaViolette,  

Feldman, Schenkman & Gordon, LLP

Rory Bruer

Dick Cook

Capstone Global Marketing & Research Group

Digiplex Destinations

The Eisner Foundation

DLP Cinema Texas Instruments

Lawrence Gordon

HARKINS THEATRES

Erik Lomis and family

MasterImage 3D

Millennium Entertainment

mOcean

National Amusements Cinemas

New Wave Entertainment

Reading International

Bruce Snyder and janet jackson

RealD 3D

Swank Motion Pictures

Syufy Enterprises

Toy Box Entertainment

Twentieth Century Fox Domestic Distribution

The Viane Family

David & MICHELLE glasser and family



Bloom Hergott Diemer 
Rosenthal LaViolette Feldman 

Schenkman & Goodman, llp

ONORING
A TRUE PIONEER

TOM SHERAK

H Dear Tom,

Thank you for inspiring me to be a  

better man. You will continue to be  

an inspiration all the days of my life.

Rory



KINDHEARTED  HUSBAND  FATHER  BROTHER  GRANDFATHER 

L O Y A L   FRIEND  COLLEAGUE  P IONEER  SELFLESS  GENUINE   

INNOVATOR  ORIGINAL  UNIQUE  ADVOCATE  GENEROUS  BRAVE   

P H I L A N T H R O P I C   G O O D - N A T U R E D   V I S I O N A R Y   G U T S Y   

ENTREPRENEURIAL  GENTLEMAN  CRUSADER  ABOVE-BOARD   

N O B L E   A C H I E V E R   G I F T E D   T R A I L B L A Z E R   A C T I V I S T 

MAGNANIMOUS  CHARITABLE  SMART  ADVISOR  DEDICATED 

AMAZING  GO-GETTER  COMPASSIONATE  AUTHENTIC  FUNNY  

A L T R U I S T I C  B E L I E V E R   B E N E F A C T O R   E N T H U S I A S T I C 

B I G - H E A R T E D   C A N D I D   T A C T I C A L   S H A R P   T A L E N T E D 

HONEST  TEAM PLAYER  TENACIOUS  THOUGHTFUL  CARING 

   

H E R O I C   C H A M P I O N   C L E V E R   R E M A R K A B L E   D E V O T E D   

COLLABORATOR  SPIRITED  CONSIDERATE  ENTERTAINING  

C O N F I D E N T   C O U R A G E O U S   D A R I N G   D E T E R M I N E D   W I T T Y 

PROFESSIONAL  DIRECT  OPTIMISTIC  DISTINCTIVE  DOER 

UNDERSTANDING DYNAMIC  EMPATHETIC  ENERGETIC  EXCEPTIONAL 

EXTRAORDINARY  FAITHFUL  FOCUSED  FORTHRIGHT  GENTLE 

G I V I N G   G R O U N D   B R E A K E R   H E L P F U L   H U M O R O U S 

HUMANITARIAN  IMAGINATIVE  INDOMITABLE   INCOMPARABLE 

L E A D E R   L O V I N G   M E N T O R   S U P P O R T I V E  M O T I V A T O R 

OUTSTANDING  PARTNER  PASSIONATE  PATRON  STRATEGIC  

P O S I T I V E   C R E A T I V E   R E S P E C T F U L   S I N C E R E   T R U T H F U L

T O M  S H E R A K  
A  R E A L  P I O N E E R

Dick Cook

Tom Sherak and Dick Cook





Jane and Michael Eisner and 

the Eisner Foundation  

honor the life and legacy of  

Tom SHERAK

a great humanitarian, 

industry leader and 

inspiration to us all.

h

Tom Sherak, Jon Turteltaub, Jerry Bruckheimer, Joe Roth, Jeffrey Katzenberg, 
Dick Cook, Tim Allen, John Travolta and Michael Eisner



Tom Sherak, Paul Mitchell and Jeffrey Goldstein



Dear Tom,

To me…  
you were  

Pioneer of the Year 
 every year.  

I can’t tell you how much,  
and in how many
ways I miss you.

With Love,

Larry Lawrence Gordon and Tom Sherak



Roger Corman, Lauren Bacall, Gordon Willis and Tom Sherak, 
2009 Governors Awards



Tommy,

For everything you’ve done and for all that you are.

Thank You
 

For always being there, for your friendship,  
leadership, and guidance.

On behalf of all of those who know you,  
you are, and will always be the best,

Forever in our hearts.

Erik Lomis & Family

Will Rogers Institute 1999 PSA shoot 
with Fox NFL Sunday commentators



I n  H o n o r  o f  a
g r e a t  h u m a n i t a r i a n

T o m  S h e r a k
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Tom Sherak and Bruce Snyder





Tom –

We will never forget  

your tireless leadership,  

humorous spirit, and unwavering 

commitment to help those in need.

Your Friends at Toy Box





Tom, you will be missed. 

From Yardley, PA to Calabasas, CA 

—it’s been quite a trip. 

T h e  V i a n e  Fa m i l y

Madeleine and Tom Sherak, Nikki Rocco and Chuck Viane



Julie Taymor, Tom Sherak and Patricia Clarkson

In loving tribute to 

Tom Sherak

2014 Pioneer of the Year

David and Michelle Glasser 
 and Family
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back on your feet sponsors

Bow Tie Cinemas

GDC Technology

IATSE International

InSync + BemisBalkind

iPic Entertainment

Landmark Cinemas of Canada

MARKETCAST

MJR Digital Cinemas

Motion Picture Club

The Pedas Family/ Circle Films

Starplex Cinemas

Verites



In Honor of a
Great Humanitarian 

and
 Industry Icon

Tom Sherak
2104 Pioneer of the Year

In Honor of 

TOM SHERAK
2014 Pioneer of the Year

Industry Pioneer and

Great Humanitarian





“It’s great to be great, 
but it’s greater to be human.”

—Will Rogers

Tom Sherak and Keven Spacey





MarketCast is proud to honor 
 

 Tom Sherak

Will Rogers Motion Picture 
Pioneers Foundation

2014 Pioneer of the Year

Your leadership and humanitarian 
 spirit will always be remembered.



Marcia Gay Harden and Tom Sherak



Jim Brooks and Tom Sherak

In Memory of Tom Sherak  

We Miss You!

Everlasting be your memory.

Ted and Jim Pedas and Family

Circle Films Inc.

u



Monty Hall, Tom Sherak and Norm Crosby



Proudly 
honoring the 
2014 Pioneer of the Year:

Tom Sherak

A legend, an inspiration

and a true Pioneer



Annette Bening, Tom Sherak and Warren Beatty

Tom Sherak and Elizabeth Banks
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hope for tomorrow sponsors

Allied Integrated Marketing

American Licorice Company

Barco

Mark Burnett & Roma Downey

Canadian Picture Pioneers

Canter’s DELI

Centurion Film Service

Cinema Concepts

CINéMAS GUZZO

Cobb Theatres

The Coca-Cola Company

Comprehensive Film Booking

D-Box Technologies Inc.

Doremi Labs

Electric Entertainment

Entertainment One

Film Expo Group

Freestyle Releasing

FrontEnd Exchange

Patty & Ed Goren

Icon Showplace Theatres

Krikorian Premiere Theatres

Laemmle Theatres 

    Charitable Foundation

Lakeshore Entertainment

Hank Lightstone

Malco Theatres

Larry H. Miller  

    Megaplex Theatres

Rob Moore

Motion Picture &  

    Television Fund

National Multiple  

    Sclerosis Society

Nahan, Schwartz,  

    Hertzberg & Abrams

NSBN LLP

Open Road Films

Options For Life Foundation

Park Circus Limited

RCM Media

Nancy Reid

Roadside Attractions

VIN SCULLY AND  FAMILY 

Screen Engine

Variety–The Children’s 

     Charity, So. Cal.

University of Southern 

     California

Wehrenberg Theatres

Xscape Theatres & DIGITAL 

     Cinema Movie Service







Tom,
You are in our hearts forever!

We love you!
Gary Canter and the Canter Family



Anne Hathaway and Tom Sherak

“For that’s all there is to 
 success is satisfaction.”

—Will Rogers





CINÉMAS GUZZO

H O N O R S  T H E

GREAT LEGACY OF 

TOM SHERAK
2014 PIONEER OF THE YEAR



We celebrate and honor 

TOM SHERAK

2O14 PIONEER OF THE YEAR

The Coca-Cola Company 
 is a proud supporter of 
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entertainment one 

honors 

tom sherak

and his myriad contributions

and unforgettable impact

on our industry.

Dean and Lisa Devlin
&

Electric Entertainment

Honor the Memory of

TOM SHERAK

2014 Pioneer of the Year





FrontEnd Exchange  

Honors the Legacy of  

Tom Sherak

Industry Legend and True Pioneer







TOM SHERAK

2014 Pioneer of the Year

A perfect honor for a wonderful man whose 

love and friendship we will always cherish.

Nesa, Hank & David







Dearest Godfather,

Your million best friends will be forever 

grateful for your loving kindness, 

generosity of spirit and wonderful,  

uplifting humor.

Save us some seats in the balcony.

With eternal love,

Amy & Andy 

Sandy & Linda 

Renee & Michael 

Tom Sherak and Stu Nahan





We at OFLF will always remember  

your giving spirit and friendship.  

We already miss you.  

Thank you for everything.

Tom Sherak and Richie Fay

Photo: Jonathan Leibson/WireImage
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IN HONOR OF 
A TRUE LEGEND
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Vin Scully and Tom Sherak

With love,

from 

 Vin Scully and Family





Tom Sherak and Dr. Edward Crandall
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freedom        sponsors      

CELEBRATION Cinemas

Alan Davy

fox theatres

The Gildenberg, Altman, Gould and Saretsky Families

Goodrich quality theatErs

peter and laurie grad

iatse local 478

iatse local 706

mandeville films

“THE MEN’s GROUP”

metropolitan theatres

mission pictures

northwest diversified entertainment

r/c theatres

stone theatres

the tannenbaum family



We join
Will Rogers Motion Picture Pioneers Foundation

in honoring a great member of our industry

TOM SHERAK
2014 Pioneer of the Year

Dick Fox, Don Fox & Sheryl Myerson

In Memory of Tom

We love you, we miss you, 
we smile when we think of you;  

memories of you are a blessing to us; 
your love of life, people and family  

is an inspiration to us all.

With all our love,
The Gildenberg, Altman, Gould and Saretsky Families

(The Michigan Cousins)



grad, 

peter and laurie

Miss You

Love, Peter & Laurie Grad

We honor

TOM SHERAK 
2014 Pioneer of the Year

The Members Of

I.A.T.S.E. Local 478
Motion Picture Studio Mechanics of  
Louisiana & Southern Mississippi

In Tribute 

TOM SHERAK 
2014 Pioneer of the Year

The Members Of

Make-Up Artists & Hairstylists Guild 
I.A.T.S.E. Local 706



Honoring your tremendous life’s work.

David & Todd



We warmly salute Tom for personally making  
such a positive impact on our family’s life  

and the lives of so many he touched.

Tom is an inspiration to us all

The Tannenbaum Family
Don, Linda, Brian and Jenny
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s u pporters      

Auro Technologies/Galaxy

David A. Bailey

Bob Fulford Booking

Carla T. Bispe

Martha Cengr

Christie Digital

Cinema Services

EPT

Floyd Davis Buying & Booking Services

Great Eastern Theatres

Sue Maniloff

Gene Margoluis

Marvin Films

Melvin Maron

Fred Mound

Richard, Sami & Shay Myerson

Allan Nathan

P & G Theatres

Bill and Tamara Pullman

Veronica Rosenblatt

Donna Arkoff Roth

Skydance Productions

The Carole & Robert Daly Foundation



P resident      

Chris Aronson

Chairman of  the Board

Ted Cooper

first   V ice  President

David Passman

T reasurer      

Mark Christiansen

S ecretary    

Kyle Davies

V ice    P residents       

Jim Amos

Richard M. Fay

Kevin Grayson

Dave Hollis

Bob Lenihan

Jim Orr

Adrian Smith

Fred Van Noy

Tim Warner

H onorary       C hairmen     

Salah Hassanein

Wayne Lewellen*

Erik Lomis

Frank Mancuso

Sumner Redstone

Travis Reid

Burton “Bud” Stone*

M edical       A dvisor    

Edward Crandall, PhD, MD

E x ecutive        D irector     

Todd Vradenburg

* Deceased

Jim Amos

Chris Aronson

Rory Bruer

Steve Bunnell

Nick Carpou

Mark Christiansen

Ted Cooper

Ann-Elizabeth Crotty

Kyle Davies

Robert J. Del Moro

Greg Dunn

Richard M. Fay

Dan Fellman

John Fithian

Jerome A. Forman

Scott A. Forman

Steven Friedlander

Ron Giambra

Jeffrey Goldstein

Sonny Gourley

Kevin Grayson

Denise K. Gurin

Madelyn Hammond

Dave Hollis

Nancy Klueter

Bob Lenihan

Erik Lomis

John Lundin

Branden Miller

Adam M. Mizel

Ben Moss

Bruce J. Olson

Jim Orr

David Passman

Nikki Rocco

Rick Sands

Tom Sherak*

Adrian Smith

Jim Smith

Bruce Snyder

John Spinello

Robert Sunshine

Fred Van Noy

Chuck Viane

Todd Vradenburg

Tim Warner

Clark Woods

2014 PIONEER OF THE YEAR

Board of Directors

2014 PIONEER OF THE YEAR

T rustees     

* Deceased



A dvisory       M embers    

Fred Beiersdorf

Ken Caldwell

Dick Cook 

Alan Davy

Sheila DeLoach

Jeremy M. Devine

Jack Foley

Greg Forston

Greg Foster

Elizabeth Frank

Rob G. Friedman

Robert L. Friedman

Mark Gaines

Doug Gellerman

Larry Gleason

Chuck Goldwater

Patricia Gonzalez 

Hank M. Green

Phil Groves

John C. Hall

Kurt C. Hall

Stewart D. Harnell

Tom Hassell

Paul Holliman

Wanda Holst

Robert Kaplowitz

Jeffrey Katzenberg

Jeff Kaufman

Scott Kennedy

Spencer Klein

Peter Koplik

Chris LeRoy

George Levitt

Hank Lightstone

Matthew D. Loeb

Gerry Lopez

Bud Mayo

Michael D. McCartney

Larry McCourt

Kevin Mitchell

Mike Morelli 

Mary Nakagawa 
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Board of Directors

Mitch Neuhauser

Kelly O’Connor

Lew O’Neil

Neal D. Pinsker

Michael Polydoros

Jim Radcliff

Shari Redstone

Travis Reid

Rolando Rodriguez

Jennifer Rogers-Etcheverry

Darryl Schaffer

Scott Sherr

Paul Silk

George Solomon

David Spitz

Paul Springer

Tom Stephenson Jr.

Mike Viane

Carl Wagner

Kristina Warner

Meg Wilson

Craig Zeltner 

H onorary       A dvisors     

Charles Glenn

Arlene Herson

Mort Hock

Richard Kahn

William F. Kartozian

James J. Murray

Steve Rapaport

Richard Rosenfield

Ted Solomon*

Jay Swerdlow

Marilyn J. Tenser
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* Deceased



The Pioneers Assistance Fund (PAF) programs serve members of the 

motion picture entertainment industry (exhibition, distribution and trade services) who are 

encountering illness, injury or a life-changing event. All assistance is intended to provide 

support during a recovery or adjustment period and to lay the foundation for a lifetime of 

ongoing success.

Our website, www.wrpioneers.org, includes a comprehensive national directory with helpful 

information and resources. We also provide a variety of brochures and publications to guide 

members through life issues. 

The PAF staff of skilled social workers, who are specialized in gerontology, provide  

consultations, information and helpful referrals to our members free of charge. 

Social Service Consultations: When Life Is Challenging
Social workers are professionals who provide helpful information and advice. In addition to 

helping solve short- and long-term challenges, our PAF social workers provide confidential 

consultations.

These consultations include:

n	 Federal/state benefits screening	 n	 Bereavement counseling

n	 Health insurance Advice	 n	 Education

n	 Elder care guidance	 n	 Advocacy

n	 Supportive counseling	 n	 Financial aid

We also provide referrals to:

n	 Health care professionals	 n	 Vocational counselors

n	 Home health agencies	 n	 Attorneys

n	 Transportation services	 n	 Conservators

n	 MPPAF online national resource directory	 n	 Financial advisors

n	 Housing 

All consultations are made with a non-judgmental approach and regard for each person’s 

unique emotional, medical and financial status. 

2014 Pioneer of the Year

Pioneers Assistance Fund

Assistance Programs: When Income and Assets Are Limited
Medical Rehabilitation

n	 Physician fees	 n	 Physical therapy

n	 Diagnostic tests	 n	 Psychotherapy

n	 Medications	 n	 Health insurance

n	 Home health care

EQUIPMENT

n	 Hearing aids	 n	 Home health supplies 

n	 Orthotics	 n	 Bath safety aids 

n	 Mobility aids	 n	 Emergency call systems

n	 Assistive devices

The medical rehabilitation and equipment programs require five recent years of employment 

in the motion picture entertainment industry and exclude treatment of  alcohol or substance 

abuse.

vocational rehabilitation

n	 Skill analysis	 n	 Retraining

n	 Career counseling

emergency grants

n	 Housing	 n	 Food

n	 Utilities	 n	 Burial or cremation

The vocational rehabilitation and emergency grant programs require 10 recent years of 

employment in the motion picture entertainment industry.

quality of life grants

n	 Monthly Stipend

This program requires a lengthy career in the motion picture entertainment industry

prior to retirement. Applicants must be at least 60 years of age, unless permanently 

disabled with extenuating circumstances.
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The PAF, in addition to providing short- and long-term assistance, is dedicated to encouraging 

everyone to feel the best they can by following the 5 Tenets for Happy Living by offering free 

educational brochures to the public. Please visit our website www.wrpioneers.org or call us at 

(800) 994-3863 to receive free educational brochures that can help you find balance in your 

mental, physical and financial health by integrating the 5 Tenets listed below.  

n	 �Eat Smart: Eat whole foods. Healthy eating starts with learning new ways to eat, like adding 

more fruits, vegetables and whole grains and cutting back on foods that have a lot of fat, salt, 

and sugar.

n	 �Keep Moving: We know exercise improves cardiovascular health, builds muscle, and keeps 

us looking good, but research is showing that it also boosts brain health by sharpening our 

memory, improving cognition and even alleviating anxieties.  

n	 �Manage Bad Habits: You’ve heard it before, but quitting smoking and reducing alcohol can 

really improve your quality of life. We all have our vices, but science is really finding how we 

can effectively change long term habits and triggers that don’t do us any good by under-

standing what makes us do the things we do. Get curious!

n	 �Keep Stress in Check: We know you know that too much stress leads to poor health out-

comes, but did you know that it can also accelerate the aging process, suppress our immune 

systems, and leave us feeling fatigued and depressed. Our brochures cover the gamut of 

stressful events in our lives—from long term health care, plans for retirement, and even end of 

life decisions.  Empowering ourselves with knowledge can make our lives more manageable 

and hopefully, better.

n	 �Rest Well: Adequate sleep is pivotal in a balanced, healthy lifestyle. Sleep plays a critical role 

in immune function, metabolism, memory  and learning. Studies show that adults should be 

getting between seven to nine hours of sleep per night. With our busy lives, it’s no wonder 

that sleep is not a priority—but research is revealing that we really can’t afford not to pay 

attention to how much time we spend sleeping!
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Pioneers Assistance Fund

Be A Little Better Everyday

The Pioneers Assistance Fund is a program of the Will Rogers Motion Picture Pioneers Foundation.

“Eventually you will reach a point  
when you stop lying about your 
age and start bragging about it.”

—Will Rogers



Will Rogers Memorial Hospital, 
Saranac Lake, New York 

Will Rogers:
A History of Helping Our Own

Throughout the 1920s 

and 30s, tuberculosis  

(TB) was as familiar to 

vaudevillians as cold 

dressing rooms, drafty theaters and damp 

hotel rooms, all of which actually increased 

the spread of the disease. In 1927, the Na-

tional Vaudeville Association (NVA) founded 

a lodge at Saranac Lake, New York, as a 

convalescent home for performers afflicted 

with TB. The lodge’s mission was to treat TB 

patients as friends, not as the more typical 

outcasts. 

Initially, the lodge prospered, but the grow-

ing severity of the Great Depression and the 

decreasing popularity of vaudeville created 

financial difficulties. In 1935, following the 

death of Will Rogers, the NVA transferred 

the lodge’s responsibilities to the Will Rogers 

Memorial Commission, which was formed 

following the tragic death of the beloved hu-

manitarian. The commission extended the 

services of the lodge to benefit everyone in 

the entertainment industry as a memorial to 

the man who loved all mankind. In 1936, the 

commission changed its name to the Will 

Rogers Memorial Fund and the lodge was 

named the Will Rogers Memorial Hospital.

An official declaration was written in May, 

1936: “Henceforth it will be known as the Will 

Rogers Memorial Hospital, and it will become 

a permanent monument in memory of the 

popular humorist-philosopher, as a haven for 

unfortunate members of the entertainment in-

dustry to which he devoted his life.”

At this time the fund’s Summer Theatri-

cal public service announcements were 

launched in movie theaters nationwide. The 

first trailer featured stars including Shirley 

Temple, James Cagney, Humphrey Bogart, 

and Bing Crosby singing Will Rogers’ favorite 

song, “Home on the Range.” 

By 1939, a small group of movie industry 

members would gather in New York at an an-

nual luncheon. These social occasions took 

on a whole new meaning when the group 

announced its intent “to establish a self- 

perpetuating fund to assist pioneers of the 

motion picture industry who find themselves 

in need; the assistance consisting of direct 

financial aid, medical care and temporary 

business subsistence during periods of un-

employment and unfortunate circumstances 

to eligible applicants.” That small group for-

malized its purpose and in 1951 became the 

Foundation of Motion Picture Pioneers.

During the 1950s and ‘60s, the Will Rogers 

Memorial Fund expanded to create a teaching 

and training program for medical research at 

Will Rogers Memorial Hospital, marking the 

beginning of the Will Rogers Institute (WRI). 

Doctors and scientists were encouraged to 

study the complex problems associated with 

lung diseases, especially TB, and their work 

led to results culminating in the discovery of 

a treatment for TB. As a result, the number of 

patients diminished, leading to the hospital’s 

closure in 1975.

The Will Rogers Memorial Fund Board of 

Directors expanded the charity’s activities 

through a nationwide preventive health  

education campaign in the ‘70s. The WRI was 

formally established in White Plains, New 

York, on the grounds of Burke Rehabilitation 

Hospital. The institute used Burke’s resources, 

patient care facilities and laboratories for the 

next 20 years, until moving to Los Angeles to 

be in the heart of the entertainment industry.

The WRI spent the next five years support-

ing advancements in pulmonary research, 

reaching out to the public to promote health 

and wellness, and becoming more recog-

nized within the motion picture industry. The 

connection between the Memorial Fund and 

the industry pioneers was solidified in 2002 

when the Foundation of Motion Picture Pio-

neers merged with the Will Rogers Memorial 

Fund to create the most meaningful charity 

supported by the motion picture industry, the 

Will Rogers Motion Picture Pioneers Founda-

tion (WRMPPF). 

Today, the WRMPPF operates two distinct 

programs: the Will Rogers Institute and the 

Motion Picture Pioneers Assistance Fund. 

The WRI supports the research of debilitating 

lung disorders, provides medical school re-

search fellowships, distributes free health 

education materials and provides lifesaving 

neonatal ventilator equipment. The institute 

is one of the country’s largest suppliers of 

public service announcements for television, 

cable and radio. Featuring celebrities from 

stage, film and television, these messages 

reinforce the Will Rogers Institute’s complete 

involvement in pulmonary medicine and  

public information. 

The Pioneers Assistance Fund continues 

the mission of the Foundation of Motion 

Picture Pioneers by helping individuals from 

the motion picture community who are ill, 

injured or experiencing major life changes. 

Our social workers provide confidential 

consultations and financial assistance to  

help individuals get back to normal lives and 

continue living with dignity.
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“People are marvelous in their  

generosity if they just know 

the cause is there.” 

— Will Rogers

The Will Rogers Motion Picture 
Pioneers Foundation

wishes to thank 

the National Association 
of Theatre owners 

and CinemaCon

for hosting the 

2014 Pioneer of the Year Dinner



10045  R ivers  ide  Dr ive    th ir d  F loor    Toluca Lake ,  CA    9 1 602

Phone :  888 .994 .38 63    F ax :  8 18 .508 .98 16    www.wr i ns t i t u t e .o rg    www.wrp i o nee r s .o rg

Thank you for your support.

See you again next year.

 “Here I am sitting with Kirk Douglas, posing for a picture,  

and I said under my breath, ‘Mr. Douglas, you are my idol.’  

I told him that I had seen Spartacus seven times.  

He said, “Tom did you pay?”  

I said, ‘ “Yes, I paid seven times.’ ”

—Tom Sherak




