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WILL ROGERS MOTION
PICTURE PIO NEERS FOUNDATION
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OUR FRIEND AND COLLEAGUE

JIM GIANOPULOS
2015 PIONEER OF THE YEAR
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2015 PIONEER OF THE YEAR

Welcome

Renewable resources were used to produce this printed piece.

A donation will be made on behalf of Jim Gianopulos and  

the Will Rogers Motion Picture Pioneers Foundation  

to American Forestry.

Ted Cooper
Chairman of the Board

Chris Aronson
President

On behalf of the Board of Directors of the Will Rogers Motion Picture Pioneers 

Foundation, thank you for attending the 2015 Pioneer of the Year Dinner. This 

is our 74th annual dinner, and our honoree tonight, Mr. Jim Gianopulos, is a very 

well-deserving one.

The Pioneer of the Year award is bestowed upon an esteemed and respected 

member of the motion picture industry whose corporate leadership, service to the 

community and commitment to philanthropy is exceptional.

Tonight we honor a visionary leader, a proven champion of the motion picture art 

form, and a man who gives tirelessly of himself to our industry and to charity—

Jim Gianopulos. 

The Pioneers Assistance Fund is the only industry program that provides both 

short-term and Quality of Life grants (long-term) to veterans of the motion picture 

industry who are encountering an illness, injury, or life-changing event.

Please enjoy yourself tonight, as we pay tribute to a true pioneer. Thank you for 

donating generously to our industry charity—hopefully you will never need to call 

on the Pioneers Assistance Fund, but if you do, we will be here to help.

The complete Pioneer of the Year Tribute Journal will be available 

for download on our website, www.wrpioneers.org/2015dinner.  

Thank you to all our sponsors.



J A M E S  N .  G I A N O P u l O S , Chairman and CEO 

of Twentieth Century Fox, is one of the world’s largest  

producers and distributors of motion pictures, consisting 

of Twentieth Century Fox, Fox 2000, Fox Searchlight 

Pictures, Fox Animation Studios, Blue Sky Studios and 

Fox International Productions. These studios have annual 

revenues in excess of $8 billion and operate in more than 

100 countries worldwide.

As Chairman and CEO since 2000, Mr. Gianopulos is one of the longest-tenured studio 

chairmen in the film industry. He oversees all feature film production, marketing, and 

global distribution of film and television content in all media. Mr. Gianopulos has been 

involved in the evolution of new entertainment media and technologies for more than 

30 years, and has been recognized as an industry leader while guiding the studio to 

the forefront of the digital revolution.

During his time as Chairman and CEO of Fox (until 2012 with Tom Rothman), the 

studio has had its most profitable years ever, and in 2014, it broke the all-time  

industry global box-office record, earning more than $5.5 billion. This eclipses by more 

than $350 million the previous record set in 2011. The domestic box office total of $1.8 

billion was the studio’s best year ever and the highest domestic box office of all studios 

in 2014. Fox International, which distributes in over 130 countries, has had the highest 

grossing box office for all studios for the fourth time in the past six years, another 

industry record.

During his tenure at the studio, Mr. Gianopulos has overseen a broad range of 

successful films, including X-Men: Days of Future Past, Kingsman: The Secret Service, 

Life of Pi, Rise of the Planet of the Apes, Dawn of the Planet of the Apes, The Fault in 

Our Stars, The Grand Budapest Hotel, Gone Girl, the Night At The Museum pictures, 

the Taken series, The Simpsons Movie, Borat, The Day After Tomorrow, Walk the Line, 

the Star Wars Trilogy: Special Edition, Minority Report, and Moulin Rouge, among  

many  successful films. He has the unique distinction of having championed two of 

the biggest gambles, and the two highest grossing films of all time: Avatar and Titanic.

Under his leadership the studio’s animation division, Blue Sky Studios, produced many 

successful films, such as the Ice Age and Rio series. Fox Searchlight Pictures, the  

studio’s specialized division, produced and distributed commercial and critical  

successes, such as the Oscar-winning films Birdman, 12 Years a Slave and Slumdog 

Millionaire, as well as The Descendants, Black Swan, Juno and many others.

Upcoming 20th Century Fox films include Spy, a comedy from director Paul Feig 

(Bridesmaids, The Heat); Paper Towns, adapted from the best-selling novel by John 

Green (The Fault in Our Stars); and Fantastic Four, a contemporary reimagining of  

Marvel’s longest-running superhero team. Among the films in production are X-Men: 

Apocalypse, The Peanuts Movie, Joy (directed by David O. Russell, starring Jennifer 

Lawrence), Miss Peregrine’s Home for Peculiar Children (directed by Tim Burton), a  

sequel to Independence Day, and in preproduction, three new Avatar films from director 

and writer James Cameron.

Prior to his current post, Mr. Gianopulos served as President of Twentieth Century Fox 

International, a position he held from 1994-2000. Among the many notable successes 

during Mr. Gianopulos’ tenure at Fox International are the Oscar winners Titanic and 

Braveheart. At one point Fox International had four of the five top grossing pictures of 

all-time internationally: Titanic, Star Wars: Special Edition, Independence Day and Star 

Wars: Episode 1–The Phantom Menace.

Before joining Twentieth Century Fox, Mr. Gianopulos held senior management positions 

at Paramount and Columbia Pictures following his career as an attorney specializing 

in entertainment. 

Mr. Gianopulos is a member of the Board of the USC School of Cinematic Arts and is a 

Trustee of Carnegie Mellon University, as well as a Trustee of the American Film Insti-

tute. He is involved in a number of civic and philanthropic activities including serving 

on the National Entertainment Advisory Council for the Anti-Defamation League and 

the Board of the X-Prize Foundation. In 2013, the Simon Wiesenthal Center bestowed 

him their highest honor, The Humanitarian Award.

Mr. Gianopulos attended the Master’s program at the New York University School 

of Law, the Fordham School of Law (Juris Doctor, 1976) and Boston University  

(BA, 1973). He resides in Los Angeles with his wife Ann and their three daughters.

2015 PIONEER OF THE YEAR 2015 PIONEER OF THE YEAR



Honorary Dinner Committee

Working Dinner Committee
CHRIS ARONSON,  CHAIR

2015 PIONEER OF THE YEAR

BOB IGER

JEFFREY KATzENBERG

RON MEYER

TEd SARANdOS

2015 PIONEER OF THE YEAR

The Will Rogers Motion Picture Pioneers Foundation
proudly bestows its highest honor on

JIM GIANOPULOS
2015  P IONEER OF THE YEAR

IN RECOGNITION OF 

HIS dISTINGuISHEd lEAdERSHIP  

OF HuMANITARIAN CAuSES ANd 

 PHIlANTHROPIC ENdEAvORS,

ANd IN RECOGNITION OF  

THE EMINENCE HE ACHIEvEd  

IN THE ENTERTAINMENT INduSTRY 

ANd THE COMMuNITY AT lARGE

Ted Cooper
Chairman of the Board

Chris Aronson
President

STEvE BuNNEll

AlAN dAvY

lINdA dITRINCO

RuSTY GAuTIER

RICK GRIFFITH

lEN IANNEllI

SCOTT KENNEdY

SPENCER KlEIN

AlI  KuRIYAN

BOB lENIHAN

JulIAN lEvIN

BIll lEwIS

MEREdITH lIPSKY

BRANdEN MIllER

BARRY NEwSTEAd

CHRIS PETRIKIN

HEATHER J.  PHIllIPS

lARRY PIllER

BROOKE ROBERTSON

CHElSEY SuMMEY

SCOTT TOAY



2014 TOM SHERAK

2013 KATHLEEN KENNEDY

2012 JEFFREY KATZENBERG

2011 DICK COOK

2010 ROB MOORE

2009 MARC SHMUGER  

 & DAvID LINDE

2008 MIKE CAMPBELL

2007 JEFF BLAKE

2005–06 TRAvIS REID 

2004 ALAN F. HORN

2003 MICHAEL D. EISNER

2002 JONATHAN L. DOLGEN

2001 ROBERT REHME

2000 ROBERT J. DOWLING

1999 KURT C. HALL

1998 BUD STONE

1997 BRUCE C. CORWIN

1996 SHERRY LANSING

1995 ROBERT SHAYE

1994 WALTER H. DUNN

1993 STANLEY H. DURWOOD

1992 MIKE MEDAvOY

1991 SUMNER M. REDSTONE

1990 TERRY SEMEL

1989 ALLEN PINKSER

1988 JACK vALENTI

1987 FRANK G. MANCUSO

1986 MICHAEL R. FORMAN

1985 JOHN ROWLEY

1984 SIDNEY SHEINBERG

1983 BERNARD MYERSON

1982 FRANK PRICE

1981 SALAH M. HASSANEIN

1980 BOB HOPE

1979 HENRY G. PLITT

2015 PIONEER OF THE YEAR

Past Honorees

1978 DR. JULES STEIN

1977 SHERRILL C. CORWIN

1976 CARL L. PATRICK

1975 E. CARDON WALKER

1974 HENRY H. MARTIN

1973 TED ASHLEY

1972 LEO JAFFE

1971  SAMUEL Z. ARKOFF 

& JAMES H. NICHOLSON

1970 IRvING H. LEvIN

1969 HARRY BRANDT

1968 LAURENCE A. TISCH

1967 LEONARD H. GOLDENSON

1966 WILLIAM R. FORMAN

1965 ROBERT H. O’BRIEN

1964 HAROLD J. MIRISCH

1963 DARRYL F. ZANUCK

1962 MILTON R. RACKMIL

1961 ABE MONTAGUE

1960 JOSEPH E. LEvINE

1959 STEvE BROIDY

1958 ROBERT S. BENJAMIN 

 & ARTHUR B. KRIM

1957 JOSEPH R. vOGEL

1956 ROBERT J. O’DONNELL

1955 HERMAN ROBBINS

1954 SIMON H. FABIAN

1953 BARNEY BALABAN

1952 NATE J. BLUMBERG

1951  JACK, HARRY  

& ALBERT WARNER

1950 SPYROS P. SKOURAS

1949 CECIL B. DEMILLE

1948 GUS S. EYSSEL

1947 ADOLPH ZUKOR

2015 PIONEER OF THE YEAR



Congratulations, Dad/Jim, 
on receiving the 

Pioneer of the Year Award! 
We are so proud of you!!

“We should never reach so high  
that we would ever forget those  

who helped us get there.”
—Will Rogers



Jim,

I cannot thank you enough for agreeing to be formally honored with 
an award that truly identifies who you are—a pioneer. You have been 
a trailblazer in this industry from the very beginning and continue to 
lead the charge into new frontiers each and every day.

Your sinadelfi at Fox are honored to be on your team, and are proud to 
call you our leader, colleague, and friend.

Congratulations on receiving the 2015 Pioneer of the Year award, Jim.

Cheers,

“If you want a line on a man, 
ask someone who works with him.”

—Will Rogers



THE wIll ROGERS MOTION PICTuRE 
PIONEERS FOuNdATION

wishes to thank 

THE NATIONAl ASSOCIATION 
OF THEATRE OwNERS 

ANd CINEMACON

for hosting the 

2015 Pioneer of the Year Dinner



The PioneeRs AssisTAnce Fund  

is A PRoGRAM oF The Will RoGeRs MoTion PicTuRe  

PioneeRs FoundATion ThAT PRovides AssisTAnce 

 To eliGible MeMbeRs oF The MoTion PicTuRe  

enTeRTAinMenT indusTRY (exhibiTion,  

disTRibuTion And TRAde seRvices).

The PioneeRs AssisTAnce Fund  has traveled a rewarding path since its 

beginnings in 1939 as a group of industry personalities who gathered once a year to meet old friends 

socially. The stated goal of the organization remains the same: “To establish a self-perpetuating 

fund to assist pioneers of the motion picture industry who find themselves in need; the assistance 

to consist of direct financial aid, medical care and temporary business subsistence during periods of 

unemployment and unfortunate circumstances to eligible applicants.”

In 1951 the organization formalized its purpose, its meaning and its direction, and was determined 

to provide a helping hand to all veterans of the motion picture industry who needed financial aid 

and assistance. 

The rest is history. Since that time, the PAF has used available funds to further its outstanding 

record of helping industry veterans in need of financial or medical aid. Understandably, many of the 

cases must be handled in a delicate manner and confidentiality is of the utmost importance. 

Often, concerned members of the PAF play a vital role in seeking out those who need assistance 

but who are not yet aware of this program, an effort through which Pioneers truly are helping their 

own. When an individual is identified as one in need of help, the Pioneers Assistance Committee 

moves into action, selflessly devoting hours into an investigation of the person’s background and 

unique situation.

The PAF works in such an unassuming manner that its acts of quiet generosity are often hidden, 

eclipsed by the desire to maintain anonymity and preserve the dignity of those whom it helps. The 

PAF has sought little publicity and has shied away from the limelight. The appreciation of those in 

need is the most treasured reward possible, and the letters of thanks are most heartwarming.

The PAF wants all industry veterans who fall on tough times to know that they have a ready and 

efficient source of aid in times of emergency and distress. 

2015 PIONEER OF THE YEAR

Helping their own...



2015  P IONEER OF  THE  YEAR

v I P  C O C K T A I l  S P O N S O R

innovative & inspiring

©2015 AMC

to a man who 
dares to pioneer 
the unexplored, 
from here to 
pandora
 
We’re proud to join the 
Will Rogers Motion Picture 
Pioneers Foundation in 
recognizing your passion 
and dedication to the 
movie exhibition industry.

Jim Gianopulos 
Chairman and CEO, 

20th Century Fox

CC_1116_CinemaCon_TributeAd_JimGianopulos.indd   1 3/24/15   9:50 AM
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u N d E R w R I T E R  S P O N S O R JIM GIANOPULOS
2015 Pioneer of the Year 2015 Pioneer of the Year 

Chairman and Chief Executive Officer, Twentieth Century Fox

Southern Theatres Congratulates
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wARNER BROS. ENTERTAINMENT



WE ARE PROUD TO JOIN

THE WILL ROGERS

MOTION PICTURE 

PIONEERS FOUNDATION

IN HONORING

JIM GIANOPULOS
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Congratulations on this well-deserved honor

Jim Gianopulos
2015 Pioneer of the Year



Warner Bros. Entertainment
salutes

our friend and colleague

JIM GIANOPULOS
the prestigious

2015 Pioneer of the Year 
and

proudly supports the

Will Rogers 

Motion Pictures Pioneers Foundation
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ATlAS dISTRIBuTION COMPANY

CHERNIN ENTERTAINMENT

CINEMARK 

dOlBY

lIGHTSTORM ENTERTAINMENT

MARKETFORCE

NEw REGENCY

PARAMOuNT PICTuRES

REAld

RENTRAK

SCREENvISION

SONY PICTuRES ENTERTAINMENT

TECHNICOlOR

TRAIlER PARK INC. & ART MACHINE

uNIvERSAl PICTuRES & FOCuS FEATuRES

THE wEINSTEIN COMPANY



Congratulations to Jim Gianopulos!

YOUR FILM. OUR MISSION.

CINEMA
CLOUDWORKS

ATLASDISTRIBUTION.com

We get your film in front of the right audience.

To Jim – 
an Innovator, Leader,
Partner, and Friend.

Congratulations on this
well-deserved honor.
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IS PROUD TO HONOR

YOUR DEDICATION TO THE COMMUNITY AND  

LEADERSHIP WITHIN THE MOTION PICTURE INDUSTRY  

SERVES AS AN INSPIRATION TO US ALL.

WILL ROGERS MOTION  
PICTURE PIONEERS’  

“2015 PIONEER OF THE YEAR” 

Jim Gianopulos
CHAIRMAN AND CEO, 20TH CENTURY FOX

RENTRAK.COM • BOXOFFICEINFO@RENTRAK.COM • 818.728.8880
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Universal Pictures And Focus Features 

Warmly Congratulate

JIM GIANOPULOS

And Salute The Important Work Of 

The Will Rogers Motion Picture

Pioneers Foundation
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salutes our friend

JIM GIANOPULOS
2015 Pioneer of the Year

We are proud to honor

JIM GIANOPULOS
2015 Pioneer of the Year

and support the

Pioneers Assistance Fund







From your friends at Marcus Theatres Corporation







Jim,

True pioneers lead  

by example.

Thank you for always  

setting the standard.

With admiration and love,
Kevin Goetz



Congratulations 
to a true  

pioneer indeed.  
You’re the best, Jim!

Love, Shawn Levy and your friends at  
21 Laps Entertainment

Congratulates

JiM GiAnoPulos
2015 Pioneer of the Year

and honors the  
Pioneers assistanCe fund
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HERITAGE SPONSORS

ARClIGHT CINEMAS & PACIFIC THEATRES

THE BRENdEN MANN FOuNdATION

CARMIKE CINEMAS

CINEPlEx ENTERTAINMENT 

CREATE AdvERTISING

FANdANGO

INduSTRY CREATIvE

NCM MEdIA NETwORKS









“What constitutes a life well spent?  
Love and admiration from your 

fellow men is all that anyone can ask.”
—Will Rogers
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J im Gianopulos
 2015 Pioneer of the Year 

From Your Fr iends at Arenas Enter tainment 
www.arenasgroup.com





SMARTER DIGITAL ENTERTAINMENT

CONGRATULATIONS, JIM GIANOPULOS,  
2015 PIONEER OF THE YEAR AWARD RECIPIENT.
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From your friends at 
Texas Instruments 
DLP Cinema® Products
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CONGRATULATIONS

JIM GIANOPulOS
2015 PIONEER OF THE YEAR

ON THIS WELL-DESERvED HONOR



We’re delighted to partner with the  

Will Rogers Motion Picture Foundation 

 in helping veteran members 

 of the film industry and  

to support health education 

 and pulmonary research.

ICG PublICIsts OF
the IAtse lOCAl 600
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Junket Productions

Proudly honors

JIM GIANOPULOS
2015 Pioneer of the year

Jim Gianopulos
Pioneering Spirit

From Birdman to the Grand Budapest Hotel, 
it’s been an outstanding year at 20th Century Fox 

under Jim’s unwavering stewardship.

CONGRATULATIONS
From Neil and all your friends at Landmark Cinemas Canada 

on your well-deserved 2015 Pioneer of the Year award.

www.landmarkcinemas.com



3800 Vanowen Street  Burbank, California 91505 • 818.295.6100  www.moagency.com

Congratulations

JIM
on a well deserved honor.



MOVIEPASS  
HONORS AND CONGRATULATES 

JIM GIANOPULOUS
20th CENTURY FOX

PIONEER OF THE YEAR
2015



The 2015 Pioneer of the Year

C O N G R AT U L AT I O N S

O N  T H I S

W E L L  D E S E R V E D  H O N O R

Jim Gianopulos

JIM
GIANOPULOS

CONGRATULATIONS

 2015 PIONEER
       O F  T H E   Y E A R

From Your Friends at



CONGRATULATIONS TO THIS YEAR’S 
PIONEER OF THE YEAR HONOREE

JIM GIANOPULOS

We congratulate

JIM GIANOPULOS
2015 Pioneer of the Year

and

The Pioneers Assistance Fund



READING INTERNATIONAL
PROUDLY SALUTES

JIM GIANOPULOS

WILL ROGERS MOTION PICTURE PIONEERS FOUNDATION

2015 PIONEER OF THE YEAR





Jim —

From all of those that  

have gone before you.

Thank you for 

supporting the 

Pioneers Assistance Fund.  

Chuck, Sherry, Mike, 

Mark and Jenn Viane

“Never let yesterday use up too much of today.”
—Will Rogers
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Congratulations
on your achievement of  the
2015 Pioneer of  the Year Award!

Jim Gianopulos



Congratulations Jim Gianopulos

Thank you for being a visionary,  
confident leader and an advocate  

for all in the industry.

AXIOS

Ted and Jim Pedas
Circle Films, Inc.

h



Congratulations, Jim! 

You are our Professor G!

With love,

Simon Kinberg, Aditya Sood,  
and your friends at Genre Films



HOLLYWOODSOFTWARE.COM

Congratulates

 
Jim Gianopulos

On Being Named 2015 Pioneer of the Year
 

Thank you 
for your partnership 

and support









We love you, Jim !
Congratulations!

rita and tom

“If you want to be successful, it’s just simple,  
know what you are doing, love what your are doing.  

And believe in what you are doing.” 
—Will Rogers
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Bleecker Street

proudly supports the

Will Rogers Motion Picture 

Pioneers Foundation

We congratulate

JIM 
GIANOPULOS

Pioneer of the Year 

Award Recipient

2015
24/7 Client Support Center: 800.452.1622

info@andrewsinternati onal.com
www.andrewsinternati onal.com

 
Andrews Internati onal is an affi  liate of U.S. Security Associates, Inc. 04-15

Andrews International Congratulates

Jim Gianopulos
for being honored as the

2015 Pioneer Of The Year

• 46,000+ employees
• 160+ offi  ces
• Emergency manpower
• Patented technologies
• Comprehensive services
• Worldwide network
• Financial stability

Our many services include
Protecti on of Intellectual Property and 

Assets & Event Security.
Nati onal Security Company Resources



The Canadian Picture Pioneers
Board of Directors

and its members across Canada
wish to congratulate

2015 PIONEER OF THE YEAR

JIM GIANOPULOS

The Canadian Picture Pioneers have been providing
financial assistance for employees and their families

in the motion picture industry since 1940.

www.CanadianPicturePioneers.ca



Coca-Cola, the Contour Bottle and the Dynamic Ribbon are registered 
trademarks of The Coca-Cola Company



KIP SMILEY, TERRI LESEUEUR, MIKE SIMONDS & KIP SMILEY SR.

9800 Medlock Bridge Road - Suite 1 - John’s Creek, GA 30097

P: 770 449 7717  F: 770 449 7987   kipsmiley@compfilmbooking.com

2015 PIONEER OF THE YEAR

JIM GIANOPULOS
Congratulations!

We honor

JIM GIANOPULOS
2015 Pioneer of the Year

and support the

Pioneers Assistance Fund

DIGITAL CINEMA MOVIE SERVICE & WEB BRAINERD



Congratulations
Jim Gianopulos

on this
Wonderful Honor

One Which You
Richly Deserve

Robert Sunshine
Andrew Sunshine

Gianopulos_Tribute.indd   1 3/10/15   2:46 PM



Global 
Entertainment 
Security Salutes  
Jim Gianopulos 
on Receiving the 
2015 Pioneer of 
the Year Award.



JIM GIANOPULOS
Congratulations on your 2015 Pioneer of the Year Award and 
thank you for all the work that you have done for the Will Rogers 
Motion Picture Pioneers Foundation.

Your achievements within the industry along with your 
philanthropic accomplishments are truly inspirational.

We look forward to all the great things to come.

George Krikorian & 
the Krikorian Premiere Theatres Familythe Krikorian Premiere Theatres FamilyCongratulations  

from all of us  
here at Kreate!



C o n g ra t u l a t e s

JIM�GIANOPULOS

on receiv ing the 

2015 Pioneer of the Year Award
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Congratulations Jim, 
on your many years 
of service and your 
pioneering spirit.

Frank Mancuso



Congratulations to

JIM
GIANOPULOS

Will Rogers Motion Picture Pioneers Foundation 

2015 Pioneer of the Year

from all your friends at

www.motionpictureclub.org



Congratulations!

2015 
PIONEER 

OF THE YEAR

From Your Friends In 
Wisconsin & Upper Michigan

JIM 
GIANOPULOS

JIM GIANOPULOS
on being named
Pioneer of the Year.

We thank you
for your continued
leadership, generosity,
and commitment to
taking care of our own.

C
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N
G
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TU

LA
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O
N

S!







“If you want to be successful,  

it’s just this simple.  

Know what you are doing.  

Love what you are doing.  

And believe in what you are doing.”

—Will Rogers



Congratulates

Jim Gianopulos
Chairman and Chief Executive Officer,

Twentieth Century Fox

2015
Pioneer of the Year

C O M P A N YA

A TOAST TO
JIM

GIANOPULOS
2015 PIONEER OF THE YEAR

WWW.SAMANTHASACKLER.COM



Congratulations, Jim

TONY  KERASOTES
  

PAT  REMBUSCH      J IM  WE ISS





 
 

 

 
Jim Gianopulos
PIONEER OF THE YEAR

WILL ROGERS INSTITUTE

PULMONARY RESEARCH CENTER
ED CRANDALL, PH.D., M.D., DIRECTOR)

SALUTES

(





Congratulations!
Jim Gianopulos

2015 Pioneer of the Year

 



 
 
 
 

Congratulations, Jim. 
A well deserved addition to this stellar list! 

 
Doug Endicott, Mark Schulte, and Tri Tran 

Exhibitor Support Partnership, Inc 

Congratulations Jim
from your friends at

2015 PIONEER OF THE YEAR
TRIBUTE JOURNAL

HALF PAGE AD 5”x3.5”

Congratulations
JIM GIANOPULOS
2 O 1 5  P I O N E E R  O F  T H E  Y E A R

Well done!
C I N E M A  S E R V I C E S ,  N J

Congratulations to  
Jim Gianopulos 

2015 Pioneer of the Year 

From your friends at Cinema Service Company



The Harman Press  

congratulates  

Jim Gianopulos 
2015 Pioneer of the Year

www.harmanpress.com

2015 Pioneer of the Year
Jim Gianopulos

Congratulations



Securitas Congratulates  
2015 Pioneer Of The Year 

Jim Gianopulos  
and everyone at Twentieth Century Fox

PPO#14827

818.558.4880 / www.securitas.com

Securitas provides a full spectrum of security 
officers, services and technology while still 
maintaining a single face to the client. This 
enables us to deliver top tier security services 
without sacrificing personal relationships.

Congratulations
JIM GIANOPULOS

On this well-deserved honor

R/C THEATRES

Congratulations on this great honor
Jim Gianopulos

2015 Pioneer of the Year



“People are marvelous in their generosity 
 if they just know the cause is there.”

—Will Rogers

ACOuvE INC. 

dIANE ANSElMO

AvJET

CINE ENTERPRISE

CINEMA ENTERTAINMENT CORP.

CREATE AdvERTISING

dIGITAl vIdEO STREAM

ENTERTAINMENT lIGHTING SERvICES

FlORIN CREATIvE FIlM SERvICES

GRAPHIC TRENdS

JACOBS ENTERTAINMENT INC.

lE CINEMAS CINE ENTERPRISE

MANdARIN ORIENTAl HOTEl GROuP

BOB MIlGRAM

MINI THEATRES

MOvING IMAGES TECHNOlOGIES

PHOENIx BIG CINEMAS

SANTIKOS THEATRES

TECHNICOlOR

TRI-STATE THEATRE SERvICE

wIld CARd MEdIA, llC

zuRICH CINEMAS
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d I N N E R  S u P P O R T E R S



ChAIrmAn OF  The BOArd

Ted Cooper

P r e S I d e n T

Chris Aronson

F IrST  V ICe  PreS IdenT

Kyle davies

T r e A S U r e r

mark Christiansen

S e C r e TA ry

Jim Orr

V I C e  P r e S I d e n T S

Steve Bunnell

nick Carpou

rich Fay

dave hollis

robert Lenihan

david Passman

h O n O r A ry  C h A I r m e n

Salah hassanein

erik Lomis

Frank mancuso

Sumner redstone

Travis reid

e x e C U T I V e  d I r e C T O r

Todd Vradenburg

m e d I C A L  A d V I S O r

edward Crandall, Phd, md

PA S T  P r e S I d e n T S  C O U n C I L

rory Bruer

dan Fellman

Jerome Forman

erik Lomis

Travis reid

Bruce Snyder

robert Sunshine

Chuck Viane

Chris Aronson

Steve Bunnell

nick Carpou

mark Christiansen

Ted Cooper

Ann-elizabeth Crotty

Kyle davies

rob del moro

Greg dunn

richard Fay

John Fithian

Scott Forman

Jeff Goldstein

madelyn hammond

dave hollis

robert Lenihan

Branden miller

Adam mizel

Ben moss

Jim Orr

david Passman

rolando rodriguez

Adrian Smith

John Spinello

Fred Van noy

Tim Warner

Clark Woods
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Board of Directors

2015 PIONEER OF THE YEAR

T r U S T e e S

* deceased

PA S T  P r e S I d e n T S 

W r m P P F

Ted Cooper

Jeffrey Goldstein

Bruce Snyder

rory Bruer

Chuck Viane

erik Lomis

Wayne Lewellen*

Stewart Blair

Fred mound

Allen Pinsker*

Jerome A. Forman

Jerry esbin*

Bud Levy

robert rehme

Frank G. mancuso

Bernard myerson*

Salah m. hassanein

henry “hy” martin*

ned e. depinet*

Abe montague*

r.J. O’donnell*

richard Walsh*

PA S T  P r e S I d e n T S 

m P P F

Travis reid

mitchell Goldman

Tom Sherak*

dan Fellman

Bruce C. Corwin

robert rehme

michael Forman

Burton robbins*

henry G. Pitt*

Bernard myerson*

B.V. Sturdivant*

James r. Velde*

Salah m. hassanein

Chas A. Alicoate*

henry “hy” martin*

George F. dembow*

William J. heineman*

Simon h. Fabian*

ned e. depinet*

Jack Cohn*
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Board of Directors

2015 PIONEER OF THE YEAR

Jim Amos

Ken Caldwell

Alan davy

Sheila deLoach

elizabeth deutsch

Jeremy devine

Jack Foley

Greg Forston

Greg Foster

elizabeth Frank

Steve Friedlander

rob Friedman

mark Gaines

doug Gellerman

ron Giambra

Larry Gleason

Charles Goldwater

Patricia Gonzalez

Sonny Gourley

Kevin Grayson

Phil Groves

denise Gurin

John hall

Kurt hall

Stewart harnell

Paul holliman

Wanda holst

robert Kaplowitz

Jeffrey Kaufman

Scott Kennedy

Spencer Klein

nancy Klueter

Chris Leroy

George Levitt

hank Lightstone

mathew Loeb

Gerry Lopez

John Lundin

michael mcCartney

Larry mcCourt

Kevin mitchell

mary nakagawa

Kelly O’Connor

Bruce Olson

Lew O’neil

michael Polydoros

Fred Beiersdorf

dick Cook

robert Friedman

Arlene herson

mort hock

richard Kahn

Jeffrey Katzenberg

Peter Koplik

Bud mayo

Jim murray

Steve rapaport

richard rosenfield

Jay Swerdlow

marilyn Tenser

A d V I S O ry  m e m B e r S h O n O r A ry  A d V I S O ry  m e m B e r S

Jim radcliff

nikki rocco

Jennifer rogers-etcheverry

rick Sands

darryl Schaffer

Scott Sherr

Paul Silk

Jim Smith

George Solomon

david Spitz

Paul Springer

mike Viane

meg Wilson

Craig Zeltner



Assistance Programs: When Income and Assets Are Limited

shoRT TeRM FinAnciAl GRAnTs

depending on eligibility, we can assist with financial grants that pay for unexpected medical 

costs and/or assistance with cost of living expenses. Visit wrpioneers.org for a full list of 

services, or call one of our social workers today to find out how we can help.

MedicAl GRAnTs 

medical grants can pay for the following services (minimum of 5 years employment in the 

film industry):

n dental n Psychotherapy

n medical fee and co-pays n health insurance premiums

n hearing aids n medical equipment

n medications

eMeRGencY GRAnTs

emergency grants can pay for the following (minimum of 10 recent years of employment in the 

film industry):

n rent and utilities n Burial or cremation fees

n Food and household necessities n Vocational assistance

n moving expenses

The ToM sheRAk PioneeR GRAnT

recently named after Tom Sherak, film industry icon and past president of the Will  

rogers motion Picture Pioneers Foundation, this grant provides long-term assistance for  

industry veterans with a minimum of 25 years in exhibition and distribution. Please call for 

eligibility of program guidelines.

2015 PIONEER OF THE YEAR

The Pioneers Assistance Fund (PAF) program provides financial  

assistance and supportive counseling for film industry veterans nationwide in trade services 

(IATSe), exhibition, and distribution who are experiencing hardship due to illness, accident or 

underemployment. 

The PAF staff of skilled social workers is knowledgeable about agencies and services nation-

wide and is here to provide information, regardless of eligibility.

Our website, www.wrpioneers.org, includes a comprehensive national directory with helpful 

information and resources. We also provide a variety of brochures and publications to guide 

members through life issues. 

Social Service Consultations: When Life Is Challenging

n Supportive counseling n Bereavement counseling

n health insurance Advice n Accessing free/low cost

n elder care guidance   services in your area 

We Also PRovide ReFeRRAls in YouR AReA FoR:

n health care professionals n Vocational counselors

n home health agencies n Attorneys

n Transportation services n Conservators

n Low income housing n Financial advisors

All consultations are made with a non-judgmental approach and regard for each person’s unique 

emotional, medical and financial situation. 

2015 PIONEER OF THE YEAR

Pioneers Assistance Fund

Whether you are in need of financial assistance or not, give us a call for a free, confidential 

consultation. here are just a few examples of ways we can help:



The PAF, in addition to providing short- and long-term assistance, is dedicated to encouraging 

everyone to feel the best they can by following the 5 Tenets for Living Well by offering free  

educational brochures to the public. Please visit our website www.wrpioneers.org or call us at 

(800) 994-3863 to receive free educational brochures that can help you find balance in your 

mental, physical and financial health by integrating the 5 Tenets listed below.  

n  Eat Smart: eat whole foods. healthy eating starts with learning new ways to eat, like adding 

more fruits, vegetables and whole grains and cutting back on foods that have a lot of fat, salt, 

and sugar.

n  Keep Moving: We know exercise improves cardiovascular health, builds muscle, and keeps 

us looking good, but research is showing that it also boosts brain health by sharpening our 

memory, improving cognition and even alleviating anxieties.  

n  Manage Bad Habits: you’ve heard it before, but quitting smoking and reducing alcohol can 

really improve your quality of life. We all have our vices, but science is discovering how we can 

effectively change long term habits and triggers that don’t do us any good by understanding 

what makes us do the things we do. Get curious!

n  Keep Stress in Check: We know you know that too much stress leads to poor health out-

comes, but did you know that it can also accelerate the aging process, suppress our immune 

systems, and leave us feeling fatigued and depressed. Our brochures cover the gamut of 

stressful events in our lives—from long term health care, plans for retirement, and even end of 

life decisions.  empowering ourselves with knowledge can make our lives more manageable 

and hopefully, better.

n  Rest Well: Adequate sleep is pivotal in a balanced, healthy lifestyle. Sleep plays a critical role 

in immune function, metabolism, memory  and learning. Studies show that adults should be 

getting between seven to nine hours of sleep per night. With our busy lives, it’s no wonder 

that sleep is not a priority—but research is revealing that we really can’t afford not to pay 

attention to how much time we spend sleeping!

2015 PIONEER OF THE YEAR

Pioneers Assistance Fund

Be A Little Better Everyday

The Pioneers Assistance Fund is a program of the Will rogers motion Picture Pioneers Foundation.

“Eventually you will reach a point  
when you stop lying about your 
age and start bragging about it.”

—Will Rogers



“It’s great to be great, 
but it’s greater to be human.”

—Will Rogers

After nearly a decade of working with neonatal intensive care units (nICUs) across the country, 

the Will rogers charity has created a program to contend with the tremendous challenge 

hospitals face daily: how to care for the large numbers of premature infants born in the United 

States every day. One in eight births nationwide are born prematurely and up-to-date medical 

equipment can literally be a matter between life and death. In addition, many research studies 

are demonstrating that modern equipment is vital in supporting normal development for these 

precious preemies.

In march 2015, our neonatal equipment grant program reached a significant milestone of  

providing over $1 million dollars in a single year. To date, the program has awarded assistance 

to 80 hospitals, touched the lives of tens of thousands of babies, and has provided a total 

amount of more than $3.9 million in grants to nICUs nationwide. 

Starting in April 2015, all neonatal equipment grants will be administered through Brave  

Beginnings, a program of the Will rogers motion Picture Pioneers Foundation. We will work to 

ensure that ventilators and life-saving equipment is available to every hospital throughout the 

United States, so fragile newborns have a fighting chance.

Premature birth is the leading cause of newborn death worldwide and accounts for 43% of all 

deaths in children under the age of 5. And the fact is that most communities across the United 

States have good hospitals—but not all have a nICU that can handle fragile premature births. 

Brave Beginnings has a mission to ensure that every hospital has the equipment it needs, so 

that every early arrival can survive and thrive.

2015 PIONEER OF THE YEAR

43%

MORTALITY
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in the U.S.
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Will Rogers Memorial Hospital, 
Saranac Lake, New York 

Will Rogers:
A History of Helping Our Own

Throughout the 1920s 

and 30s, tuberculosis  

(TB) was as familiar to 

vaudevillians as cold 

dressing rooms, drafty theaters and damp 

hotel rooms, all of which actually increased 

the spread of the disease. In 1927, the na-

tional Vaudeville Association (nVA) founded 

a lodge at Saranac Lake, new york, as a 

convalescent home for performers afflicted 

with TB. The lodge’s mission was to treat TB 

patients as friends, not as the more typical 

outcasts. 

Initially, the lodge prospered, but the grow-

ing severity of the Great depression and the 

decreasing popularity of vaudeville created 

financial difficulties. In 1935, following the 

death of Will rogers, the nVA transferred 

the lodge’s responsibilities to the Will rogers 

memorial Commission, which was formed 

following the tragic death of the beloved hu-

manitarian. The commission extended the 

services of the lodge to benefit everyone in 

the entertainment industry as a memorial to 

the man who loved all mankind. In 1936, the 

commission changed its name to the Will 

rogers memorial Fund and the lodge was 

named the Will rogers memorial hospital.

An official declaration was written in may, 

1936: “henceforth it will be known as the Will 

rogers memorial hospital, and it will become 

a permanent monument in memory of the 

popular humorist-philosopher, as a haven for 

unfortunate members of the entertainment in-

dustry to which he devoted his life.”

At this time the fund’s Summer Theatri-

cal public service announcements were 

launched in movie theaters nationwide. The 

first trailer featured stars including Shirley 

Temple, James Cagney, humphrey Bogart, 

and Bing Crosby singing Will rogers’ favorite 

song, “home on the range.” 

By 1939, a small group of movie industry 

members would gather in new york at an an-

nual luncheon. These social occasions took 

on a whole new meaning when the group 

announced its intent “to establish a self- 

perpetuating fund to assist pioneers of the 

motion picture industry who find themselves 

in need; the assistance consisting of direct 

financial aid, medical care and temporary 

business subsistence during periods of un-

employment and unfortunate circumstances 

to eligible applicants.” That small group for-

malized its purpose and in 1951 became the 

Foundation of motion Picture Pioneers.

during the 1950s and ‘60s, the Will rogers 

memorial Fund expanded to create a teaching 

and training program for medical research at 

Will rogers memorial hospital, marking the 

beginning of the Will rogers Institute (WrI). 

doctors and scientists were encouraged to 

study the complex problems associated with 

lung diseases, especially TB, and their work 

led to results culminating in the discovery of 

a treatment for TB. As a result, the number of 

patients diminished, leading to the hospital’s 

closure in 1975.

The Will rogers memorial Fund Board of 

directors expanded the charity’s activities 

through a nationwide preventive health  

education campaign in the ‘70s. The WrI was 

formally established in White Plains, new 

york, on the grounds of Burke rehabilitation 

hospital. The institute used Burke’s resources, 

patient care facilities and laboratories for the 

next 20 years, until moving to Los Angeles to 

be in the heart of the entertainment industry.

The WrI spent the next five years support-

ing advancements in pulmonary research, 

reaching out to the public to promote health 

and wellness, and becoming more recog-

nized within the motion picture industry. The 

connection between the memorial Fund and 

the industry pioneers was solidified in 2002 

when the Foundation of motion Picture Pio-

neers merged with the Will rogers memorial 

Fund to create the most meaningful charity  

supported by the motion picture industry, the 

Will rogers motion Picture Pioneers Founda-

tion (WrmPPF). 

Today, the WrmPPF operates two distinct 

programs: the Will rogers Institute and the 

motion Picture Pioneers Assistance Fund. 

The WrI supports the research of debilitating 

lung disorders, provides medical school re-

search fellowships, distributes free health 

education materials and provides lifesaving 

neonatal ventilator equipment. The institute 

is one of the country’s largest suppliers of 

public service announcements for television, 

cable and radio. Featuring celebrities from 

stage, film and television, these messages 

reinforce the Will rogers Institute’s complete 

involvement in pulmonary medicine and  

public information. 

The Pioneers Assistance Fund continues 

the mission of the Foundation of motion 

Picture Pioneers by helping individuals from 

the motion picture community who are ill, 

injured or experiencing major life changes. 

Our social workers provide confidential 

consultations and financial assistance to  

help individuals get back to normal lives and 

continue living with dignity.
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Waheeda Ali • Costas Andreopoulos • Chris Aronson • Wendy Babcock
Andrea Benveniste • Jacob Bernstein • Lauren Black • Chip Blake

Elliot Bronstein • Yasmeen Brown • Dawn Camacho • Cathy Chudzinski
Madelaine Coelyn • Danny Cook • Susan Cotliar • Audrey Craig • Laura Davy

 Silvia De Salles • Linda Ditrinco • John Djergian • Eileen Dougherty
Debbie Dumond • Alice Duque • Dan Eckes • Patricia Edwards • Akira Egawa
Michael Eiff • Christy Elder • Darlene Elson • Susan Epstein • Ralph Farnham
Jan Fernandez • Yvonne Flores • Lois Forbes • Gregory Garcia • Rusty Gautier

Ana Gonzales • Mark Grammatke • Rick Griffith • Dave Hansen
Norma Hazzard • Stacy Hollinger • Liz Horowitz • Janet Jackson
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Jim Gianopulos
2015 Pioneer of the Year
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