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Oh, what a night! The 2011 Pioneer of the Year Dinner 

honoring Dick Cook was celebrated at the first annual 

CinemaCon at Caesars Palace, Las Vegas. The gala 

raised over $1 million for the Motion Picture Pioneers 

Assistance Fund (MPPAF), a charitable program helping 

theatrical entertainment industry veterans.

Comedian and actor Tim Allen hosted the festive  

evening while ventriloquist, singer and impressionist 

Terry Fator entertained the 2,300 guests. John Travolta 

presented the Pioneer of the Year Award to Dick Cook,  

and Hollywood powerhouses Michael Eisner, Joe Roth, 

Jeffrey Katzenberg, Chuck Viane, Jon Turteltaub and James 

Cameron made special tributes to him.

Dick Cook, former chairman of The Walt Disney Studios, began 

his 38-year career with The Walt Disney Company in 1970, where 

he was a ride operator on the park’s steam locomotives and monorail 

at Disneyland in Anaheim, California. In 1980, Cook entered the 

motion picture business at Disney as assistant domestic sales manager 

for the Buena Vista Distribution Company and quickly moved up the 

ranks. As chairman, Cook oversaw all aspects of the development, 

production, distribution and marketing for all live-action and ani-

mated films released under the Walt Disney Pictures, Touchstone 

Pictures, Hollywood Pictures and Miramax banners 

worldwide. He was also responsible for Disney’s world-

wide home entertainment operations, as well as Disney 

Music Group, Disney Theatrical Productions, and the 

studios’ legal and business affairs, new technology and 

environmental initiatives.

Under Cook’s leadership, the studios achieved many 

milestones and were one of the leading domestic and 

international distributors for over a decade, with global 

box office receipts in excess of $2 billion each year. 

During his tenure, the studios released 60 films that 

each grossed more than $100 million domestically. No other studio 

had accomplished that extraordinary feat.

The Pioneer of the Year Dinner has become a mainstay in the 

motion picture industry and attracts members from all aspects of the 

entertainment community. Past honorees have included industry 

leaders such as Cecil B. DeMille, Jack Warner, Darryl F. Zanuck, 

Frank G. Mancuso, Jack Valenti, Terry Semel, Sumner Redstone, 

Robert Shaye, Michael Eisner, Alan Horn, Jeff Blake and the 2010 

honoree, Rob Moore.

For more information about the MPPAF or the Pioneer of the Year 

Dinner, please call (888) 994-3863 or visit www.wrpioneers.org.

Dick Cook, Humanitarian, Philanthropist and Industry Legend 
Honored as 2011 Pioneer of the Year
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Pioneer of the Year SponsorsPioneer of the Year Sponsors
event hosts
CinemaCon
National Association of Theatre Owners (NATO) 
RealD

DINNER WORKING COMMITTEE
Jim Amos 
Chris Aronson
Ted Cooper
Kyle Davies 
Jeffrey Goldstein
Scott Kennedy 
John Lundin 
Jim Orr 
Tom Sherak  
Dick Westerling

UNDERWRITER & TRIBUTE SPONSORS
AMC Theatres 
Bloom Hergott Diemer Rosenthal LaViolette 
   Feldman Schenkman & Goodman LLP
Cinemark 
Deluxe Laboratories
Regal Entertainment Group
Universal Studios & Focus Features 
Walt Disney Studios Motion Pictures
Warner Bros. Entertainment

PHILANTHROPIST SPONSORS
Market Force
Paramount Pictures
Screenvision
Sony Pictures Entertainment
Technicolor

LEGACY SPONSORS
Dick Cook Friends
DreamWorks Animation SKG
FOD (Friends of Dick)
The Marshall/Kennedy Company
NATO
Rave Motion Pictures
Rentrak
Madeleine and Tom Sherak 
Walt Disney Friends

HERITAGE SPONSORS
20th Century Fox
Creative Artists Agency
Dolby Laboratories
Elton John Charitable Fund
Fandango
IMAX
Legendary Pictures
Masterimage 3D Inc.
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Studios

MJR Digital Cinemas
Relativity Media
Sony Digital Cinema
Southern Theatres
David Tice
United Talent Agency

HELPING HAND SPONSORS
Carmike Cinemas
Cinedigm
Cineplex
FilmDistrict
Hollywood Movie Money
NCM Media Networks
Pacific Theatres and Arclight Cinemas
Reading International, Consolidated 
   Entertainment, Inc., City Cinemas  
   and Angelika Film Centers
Syufy Enterprises

BACK ON YOUR FEET SPONSORS
Jeff and Barbara Blake
Bow Tie Cinemas
CBS Films
Christie Digital
Clearview Cinemas
DCIP
DLP Cinema
DreamWorks Studios
Jane and Michael Eisner and  
   The Eisner Foundation
Empire Theatres
Global Entertainment Security,  
    Entertainment Insight and MOKU iMedia
Great Escape Theatres
Harkins Theatres
Jerry Bruckheimer Films
Kodak
Landmark Cinemas of Canada
Marcus Theatres
Tom Perakos
RCM Media
RealD
Joe Roth
Scott Rudin Productions
The Screen Engine
Stereo D
Summit Entertainment
VeriTES
William Morris Endeavor Entertainment

HOPE FOR TOMORROW SPONSORS
Allied Integrated Marketing
Audio Cine
Brand Booking, Ajay Theatres  
    and Cobb Theatres

Brenden Theatres
Canadian Picture Pioneers
Centurion Film Service
The Coca-Cola Company
Comprehensive Film Booking
Emagine
Equinoxe Films
FotoKem
Fox Searchlight Pictures
FUJIFILM
Goodrich Quality Theaters
Happy Madison Productions
Hollywood Theaters
IATSE Local 478
Industrial Light & Magic, Skywalker Sound 
     and Lucasfilm
Kerasotes ShowPlace ICON Theatre
Landmark Theatres
Lionsgate
Malco Theatres
Mandeville Films
Microspace Communications Corporation
mOcean
Morgan Stanley Smith Barney
Motion Picture Association of America
Motion Picture Club
MPG: Ipsos, OTX, Media CT
Muvico Theaters
National Amusements Theaters
National MS Society, Southern California 
     and Nevada Chapter
Nielsen NRG
Paragon Theaters
Roadside Attractions
The Strike Productions, Inc.
University of Southern California
Variety – The Children’s Charity –  
    Southern California
Wehrenberg Theatres
The Weinstein Company

FREEDOM SPONSORS
D-Box
Digiplex Destinations
Dipson Theatres
Frank Theatres, Inc. and Tri-State Theatre 
     Service, Inc.
Freestyle Releasing
Larry H. Miller Megaplex Theatres
Milgram Film Services
Motion Picture Licensing Corporation
NATO of Wisconsin and Upper Michigan
Phoenix Big Cinemas
Zemeckis Charitable Foundation

Corrections: In the 2011 Pioneer of the Year Journal, James Cotter’s name was spelled incorrectly. NATO of Wisconsin and Upper Michigan Freedom sponsorship 
ad was erroneously omitted. We extend apologies and gratitude to our generous sponsors.
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P ioneer of the Year
HONORING

DICK COOK

Scott Sherr (left) from Sony Pictures Entertainment was the winner of a new iPad 2 at the Pioneer of the Year Dinner.  
Attendees of the dinner who donated $75 or more to the MPPAF were entered in the drawing. An additional $20,000 was 
raised from texts and pledges throughout the evening. Scott commented, “The 2011 Pioneer of the Year Dinner honoring Dick 
Cook was incredibly entertaining and moving at the same time. I felt that the speakers and presentations communicated 

 not only the contributions made by industry pioneers, but also the incredible amount of invaluable assistance provided by 
the MPPAF. The event did a great job reminding me and everyone else in the audience that we’re all part of a community, 
and we all need to contribute for a greater good. The video presentations were particularly well done and served as a great 
call to action. I’m very glad to be a part of the motion picture industry and am delighted to support such a worthy cause.” 

iPad 2 Winner at Pioneer Dinner

P ioneer of the Year
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P ioneer of the YearP ioneer of the Year

COCKTAILS & CHEERS
Will Rogers provided free health screenings at CinemaCon, Cinemark and Mid-Atlantic NATO. Health fairs offered cholesterol, blood pressure, 
glucose and spirometry testing in addition to chair massage. New at some industry events was the COPD Shuttle: A Journey to the Center of the 
Lung. The COPD Shuttle is a 20-seat, state-of-the-art mobile motion simulator that takes you on a five-minute microscopic journey into the human 
body to witness the devastating effects of smoking and other pollutants on lung tissue. Thank you for visiting us! 

7  Pioneer Summer 2011

For more information about Will Rogers Health Fairs and all of our programs and services, visit our Web site anytime. 
Check out free educational and health brochures on a wide range of topics including retirement, long-term care, financial 
planning and more. Also use our national resources directory to access links to assist with many of life’s challenges.

At all of our Will Rogers Health Fairs and the COPD Shuttle events, 
participants were automatically entered into a Nike gift card 
drawing.

The CinemaCon Health Fair lucky winner was Brian Brunet from 
Ticketmaster, who said, “The health fair at CinemaCon was pleasant 
and very informative. It was nice to have some testing done outside 
a doctor’s office. Thanks for all you do!”  

Congratulations to our Cinemark Health Fair winner, David Ray 
from Cinemark Theatres in Yuba City, California.  

The Mid-Atlantic NATO Health Fair winner was Katherine 
Owen from Rave Motion Pictures in Fairfax, Virginia. Katherine 
added, “The simulator was informative and surprisingly fun. I would 
call it a roller-coaster ride of information! The information booth was 
awesome and filled with very kind and informative personnel.” 

HERE’S TO YOUR HEALTH
Will Rogers Health Fairs

g g

Congratulations to Our Nike Gift Card Winners

Visit www.wrpioneers.org for Free Health and Educational Information and Resources
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Glucose:
Not meeting goal (150) = 11% 
Average glucose = 108

Blood Pressure:
Borderline 120-139/80-89 = 40%
High >140/90 = 14%

Pulmonary Function Tests:
Normal Capacity 75-80
Referred to MD = 3%

Pulse Ox:
Borderline 90-94 = 0%
Low <90 = 0%

Cholesterol:
Borderline 200-239 = 25%
High >240 = 8%
Average total cholesterol = 183

Health Fair Screening Results
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WILL ROGERS NEWS g
A special thank-you to our sponsors: Kodak – Dinner Sponsor  l  Market Force – Lunch Sponsor  l  Doremi – Cocktail Hour Sponsor  
l  Dolby Laboratories – Beverages on the Course Sponsor  l  Brenden Theatres – Closest to the Pin Sponsor. And thanks to the Golf 
Committee for their hard work — Bob McCormick, Alan Davy, Pat Pade, Scott Kennedy and Steve Schoenburg.

Deluxe laboratories	T echnicolor Entertainment Services

Studio Partners

Participating Theaters*

20th Century Fox 

Paramount Pictures

relativity media

Sony Pictures Releasing

summit entertainment

Universal Pictures Distribution

walt disney studios motion pictures

Warner Bros. entertainment

the weinstein company

Sponsors

Thank you to the following sponsors, studio partners and theaters for your continued 
participation in and support for our annual Summer Campaign.

Sarah Jessica Parker  
2011 Will Rogers Institute 
Summer Fund-Raising  
PSA Spokesperson 

2011 Film Row Charity Golf Classic

AMC
Brenden Theatres
Carmike Cinemas
CBS Films
Centurion Film Services
Cinedigm
Cinema West 
Cinemark USA
Cineplex Entertainment Canada 
City Cinemas/Angelika Film  
   Centers/Consolidated Theatres/ 
   Reading Cinemas
Classic Cinemas 
D-Box MotionTechnologies
Deluxe Film Service
Focus Features
Galaxy Theatres
Global Entertainment Security
Harkins Theatres
Hollywood Theaters
Larry H. Miller Megaplex Theatres
Lucy and Hank
Malco Theatres
Marcus Theatres
Marvel Studios
MasterImage 3D
Microspace Communications Corp.
Corky Lewin
Muvico
National Cinemedia
Pacific Theatres
Paramount Pictures
Rave Motion Pictures
RealD
Regal Entertainment Group
Relativity Media
Rentrak
Santikos Theatres
Sony Pictures
Sony Digital Cinema
SOS Global Express
Southern Theatres
Summit Entertainment
Technicolor
The Weinstein Company
UltraStar Cinemas
Universal Pictures
VeriTES
Walt Disney Studios Motion Pictures
Warner Bros. Entertainment
Wehrenberg Theatres

Raises $64,000 for the MPPAF
Tee Sign 
Sponsors

s

s

g

Bow Tie Cinemas

Carmike Cinemas

Cinemark USA

Clearview Cinemas

Cobb Theatres

Goodrich Quality Theaters

Kerasotes Showplace ICON Theatre

Malco Theatres

Marcus Theatres

Muvico Theaters

National Amusements

R/C Theatres

Rave Motion Picture Theaters

Regal Entertainment

ShowBiz Cinemas

Southern Theaters

United Drive-In Theatre Owners

Wehrenberg Theatres

* List of participating theaters confirmed as of newsletter printing. Times and dates will vary by theater.

Sarah Jessica Parker is the host for the 75th 

Summer Fund-Raising Campaign for the 

Will Rogers Institute. This year, along with 

our traditional theatrical fund-raising, we 

will enable donors to make a one-time $10 

contribution by texting WRI to 85944. A 

special thank-you to Sarah Jessica Parker for 

being a part of the tradition.

For 75 years, the WRI has been dedicated to the support of lung research 
and developing new treatments and cures for pulmonary diseases and 
disorders. We are grateful to all of you who help us during our Summer 
Campaign to accomplish these goals.

thank you TO the THEATER MANAGERS WHOse  
efforts make our campaiGn a success every summer!

To learn more visit www.wrinstitute.org.



10  Pioneer Summer 2011 11  Pioneer Summer 2011

In Honor of:

s

s

From: In Memory of: From:

Tributes & Memorialsjj

s

Tributes & Memorialsjj

In Honor of: From:

s

In Memory of: From:

Douglass Amos	 Kerrilee Wong & Scott Toay
Jack Bailey	 Evelyn Rushing
Stan Beaudin	 WOMPI – New Orleans
Ella Bokody	 Allison Fields
Sue Rae Bradley	 Mary E Bell
H. Donald Busch	 Elizabeth Frank
	 Will Rogers MPPAF Board 
	    of Directors
Steve Cannell	 Jerry London
Joseph Carpiac	 Chuck Viane
George Devries	 Jeff & Wendy Goldstein
Walter Dowell	 Heather Allen
Mother of Kim Franco	 Elizabeth Frank
Beatrice K. Freed	 Mel & Bette Levine
Harold Freedman	 Evelyn Gordon
Steve Friedstrom	 Universal Pictures Distribution 
	    Friends & Family
Jane Gaines	 Lynne Francis 
	 Universal Pictures Distribution 
	    Friends & Family
Frank Goodman	 Nikki & Joseph Rocco
Norriss & Lorene  
   Hetherington	 Veronica Rosenblatt 
	    & Family
Elaine Israel	 Jeff & Wendy Goldstein
Jonathon Jones	 Jeff & Wendy Goldstein
Katherine Keifer	 Lois Ann Boyd			 
	 Anna & Tom Gleason
	 June Moody
	 Dottie Reeves
	 Evelyn Rushing
	 WOMPI International
	 WOMPI – Memphis
	 WOMPI – New Orleans
Ray Kelly	 Mary Lou Angle
	 WOMPI – Dallas
Joan Lewis	 Jerry Brand
	 Irv Lomis
Gail Lindsey	 WOMPI – Hollywood/LA

Branden Miller	 Regal Entertainment  
	    Friends & Family
	 Variety – The Children’s Charity
Connie Minnett	 Jeff Goldstein
Michael Moses	 Nikki Rocco
Amy Neff	 Jeff Goldstein
George Nelson	 Sunny & Bob Dorfman
Peggy O’Brien	 Jeff Goldstein
Kelly O’Connor	 Jeff Goldstein
Claudia Ojeda	 Jeff Goldstein
Francis Orante	 Jeff Goldstein
Jocelyn Page	 Jeff Goldstein
Isabel Palacios-Gomez	 Jeff Goldstein
Jeannine Peck	 Jeff Goldstein
Elvia Pham	 Jeff Goldstein
Tanya Quintal	 Jeff Goldstein
Karen Ragan-George	 Jeff Goldstein
Katrinka Roberson	 Jeff Goldstein
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Rosen	 Seymour & Charlotte Frank
Bradley Rosenblum	 Jeff Goldstein
Alice Ross	 Jeff Goldstein
Sam Ross	 Jeff Goldstein
Natascha Saavedra	 Jeff Goldstein
Evelyn Saunders	 Jeff Goldstein
Tina Scheer	 Jeff Goldstein
Kenneth Scott	 Jeff Goldstein
David Scruggs	 Jeff Goldstein
Jaime Serrano	 Jeff Goldstein
Norman Shapiro	 Seymour & Charlotte Frank
Tom Sherak	 Fred Specktor & Creative Artists 
	    Agency Friends & Family
Sue Smith	 Jeff Goldstein
Tom Stephenson	 Regal Entertainment Friends 
	     & Family
Jayne Stepp	 Jeff Goldstein
Jon Stone	 Jeff Goldstein
Kay Straky	 Nikki Rocco
Kevin Strick	 Jeff Goldstein
Malcah & Mel Sufrin	 Seymour & Charlotte Frank
Debra Sullivan	 Jeff Goldstein
Don Tannenbaum	 Jeff Goldstein
Grace Torpoco	 Nikki Rocco
Marina Urquiza	 Jeff Goldstein
Chuck Viane	 Walt Disney Studios Motion 
	    Pictures
Todd Vradenburg	 Irv Lomis
	 Elizabeth O’Neil
Mary Weeks	 Jeff Goldstein
Howard Welinsky	 Jeff Goldstein
Laura White	 Jeff Goldstein
Frank Williams	 Jeff Goldstein
Sam Wong	 Jeff Goldstein
Lizette Zarate	 Jeff Goldstein

Matt Aldrich	 Jeff Goldstein
Alex Alvarez	 Anonymous
Lorena Alvarez	 Jeff Goldstein
Jennifer Amaya	 Jeff Goldstein
Mr. & Mrs. Roger Berkowitz	 Seymour & Charlotte Frank
Kori Bernards	 Nikki Rocco
Jeanne Boyle	 Jeff Goldstein
Helga Brandes	 Jeff Goldstein
Stella Burks	 Jeff Goldstein
John Carlucci	 Jeff Goldstein
Nick Carpou	 Nikki Rocco
Dick Cook	 Robert Redden
Ed Cound	 Jeff Goldstein
Jeff Crawford	 Jeff Goldstein
Giovanni Cubero	 Jeff Goldstein
Ryan Davis	 Jeff Goldstein
Megan DeMasters	 Jeff Goldstein
Scott Dicken	 Jeff Goldstein
Diana Durfee	 Jeff Goldstein
Eddie Egan	 Nikki Rocco
Melissa Elliott	 Jeff Goldstein
Vicki Evans	 Jeff Goldstein
Dan Fellman	 Jeff Goldstein
Rick Finkelstein	 Nikki Rocco
Adam Fogelson	 Nikki Rocco
Scott Forman	 Jeff Goldstein
Mark Gaines	 Nikki Rocco
Evelyn Gatz & Alfred Zink	 Lillyan Horwitz
Tracy Goodyear	 Jeff Goldstein
Debbie Gould	 Jeff Goldstein
Michael Goyette	 Jeff Goldstein
Marilyn Gravenhorst	 Jeff Goldstein
Daniel Gray	 Jeff Goldstein
Andrew Hau	 Jeff Goldstein
Will Hawkins	 Jeff Goldstein
Jimmy Horowitz	 Nikki Rocco
Trisha Juse	 Jeff Goldstein
Jeanette Kroner	 Jeff Goldstein
Krista Kuebler	 Jeff Goldstein
Jayne Lacore	 Jeff Goldstein
John Lamont	 Jeff Goldstein
Donna Langley	 Nikki Rocco
Vicki Larkin	 Jeff Goldstein
Barbara Laufer	 Jeff Goldstein
Debbie Liebling	 Nikki Rocco
Tracy Lloyd	 Jeff Goldstein
Robert Lockerby	 Jeff Goldstein
Leticia Loera	 Jeff Goldstein
Michael Lynch	 Jeff Goldstein
Steve Marcus	 Jerry Forman
Angelica McCoy	 Jeff Goldstein
Dyane Meyers	 Jeff Goldstein

Jack Martin	 Debbie R. White
Joseph Mazer	 Robert & Roslyn Feller
Dick Morris	 Bob Fulford
Yoshiye Oune	 Eric Mitobe
Francis Peltier	 Minnesota Lyme Action 
	    Support Group
Michael, Grandson of 	 Seymour & Charlotte Frank 
   Stanley Perlmeter	
John A. Pistor	 Joanna Pistor
Martin S. Quigley	 Will Rogers MPPAF Board 
	    of Directors
Terry Remington	 Bill & Bettie Balser
	 Mary Ann & William Balser
	 Judy, Todd & Kelley Harmon
	 Ron & Marilyn McBride
	 Bill & Marty Remington
	 Nancy, Rick, Kevin &  
	    Dean Remington
Pam Robb	 Jan & Royce Blakenship
	 John Crank
	 Jeff & Wendy Goldstein
	 Sandy Sue Henkel
	 John & Dana Poindexter
	 Tim Paxton, Rick Slaughter 
	    & Cinema Service Co.  
	    Friends & Family
	 Geralyn Ryan
Dennis Rothermich	 WOMPI – Dallas
Janet Royster	 WOMPI – Charlotte
	 WOMPI International
Walter T. Simms	 Doris Simms
Eugene Schaneville	 Mike & Ann Bisio
Father of Steve Schoenburg	 Chuck Viane
Stephen Shamban	 Robert Cheren
Sister of Mrs. Norman Shapiro	 Seymour & Charlotte Frank
Patty Sheehan	 Ellen Mandel
Robert Spodick	 Connecticut Assoc. of  Theatre 
	    Owners Friends & Family
David Woolery	 Stewart Harnell

Martin S. Quigley, writer, editor, publisher, educator, mayor, sailor and spy, died of natural causes at home in West 
Hartford, Connecticut, on February 5, 2011. 

Quigley spent most of his career leading Quigley Publishing Company, the motion picture trade publishing com-
pany founded by his father in 1915. He became editor of the Motion Picture Herald in 1949, editorial director of all the 
company’s publications in 1956 and was president from 1964 to 2001. As one of the most important figures in motion 
picture trade journalism, he was the editor or author of five books about movies.

Quigley was the chairman of the Will Rogers Institute’s public education committee from 1980 to 1997 and is respon-
sible for establishing the Institute’s public service announcement campaign that the Institute is known for today.

In Remembrancenmmmmn
Martin S. Quigley: Writer, Educator, Mayor, Spy, Dies at 93

NEW! Send online Tribute & Memorial cards at www.wrpioneers.org or please call toll-free (888) 994-3863.


